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BY SHELLEY EPSTEIN
1970S REUNION CHAIR

The Northern Star of today 
is not the same as yesterday. 
Most obvious, as of this aca-
demic year, there is no print 
edition. There also are fewer 
– many fewer – ads. That 
translates into less money.

There are real conse-
quences to those changes. 

The Star is more dependent 
on university funds than 
anytime in the past 50 years. 
Even with university sup-
port, there is not enough 
money to pay Star staffers. 
Last year some students quit 
because they could not vol-
unteer their time. 

To assist current Star-types 
and sustain the Star into the 
future, a new initiative has 

been created: The Northern 
Star/Phil Kadner Endow-
ment Fund for Student Jour-
nalists.

The endowment came out 
of the 1970s reunion. Alum-
ni of that era wanted to cre-
ate a legacy to go beyond the 
delightful dinner and good 
memories of the reunion. 

The endowment will pay 
the salary of the Star edi-

tor and, if enough money 
is raised, other editors and 
reporters, too. That is our 
hope.

Many of us found our 
life’s work at the Star. Many 
found lifelong friends and 
lifelong partners. That may 
not have been possible if the 
Star didn’t pay some stipend. 
We needed jobs that paid. 

Please see Page 5

New fund’s goal: Help more staff be paid

Photo by John Kringas

’70s reunion
Northern Star staffers from the 1970s were reunited Sept. 16 during the Star’s alumni banquet and hall of fame ceremony in the 
Barsema Alumni Center at NIU. Pictured are Mike Korcek (front row, from left), Jeff Farren, Tom McNamee, Sharon Brud, Marianne Ep-
stein, Shelley Epstein, Jan Touney, Jim Slonoff (second row, from left), Kathy Farren, Sal Cinquegrani, Gary Colabuono, Vicki Quade, Pete 
Nenni, Pam Campagnolo Baert, Chuck Stanley, Tom Touney, Rick Greenberg, Diane Dungey, Kevin Sheldon, Dan Rozek (back row, from 
left), Mark Ridolfi, Mark Polzin, Gary Benson, Tom Schafer, Keith Peterson, Rick Baert, Jim Polaski and Dan Kubera. For more photos and 
information about the event, please see pages 6 and 7. Also visit northernstaralumni.org. Please see Page 7 for more coverage of the banquet.



PAGE 2  TELESCOPE/DECEMBER 2022

Telescope is published annually, 
both in print and online at www.
northernstaralumni.org. Our mailing 
list includes about 1,000 Northern 
Star alumni around the world. Please 
contact others from your era at the 
Star and tell them to get in touch 
with us.
 
If you have ideas for articles about 
Star alumni or would like to get in-
volved in writing articles or planning 
events, please contact us. 

Contacts
Mike Korcek
Alumni Board President
mkorcek@niu.edu

Shelley Hendricks 
Northern Star Adviser
815-753-4239/shendricks@niu.edu

Maria Krull  
Northern Star Business Adviser
815-753-0707/mkrull@niu.edu

Northern Star  
Alumni Board

President: Mike Korcek, ’70
Vice President: Mike Korcek, ’70
Treasurer: Laura (McHale) Dodd ’97
Secretary: Maria Krull, business 
adviser
Past President: Greg Clemons, ’03
Members:
Bailey Balentyne, ’17
Jack Barry, ’14
Mark Brown, ’77
Matt Bute, ’99
Tom Collins, ’96
Jerry Huston, ’86, ’97
Shelley Hendricks, adviser
Greg Rivara, ’92
Kevin Sheldon, ’80
Jim Slonoff, ’80
Jerry Smith, ’72
Richard A. Nelson, ’58
Caron Weil Blitz, ’80

The Northern Star Today

Headlines, hangouts, help 
found at daily in newsroom

When applying or starting 
at the Northern Star, no one 
truly knows the community 
and relationships that can 

be made as 
well as the 
skills one 
can build.

I applied 
at the North-
ern Star 
before I be-
gan classes 
at North-
ern Illinois 
Universi ty 
and knew I 

wanted to do something in 
the journalism field – even 
though I had no previous 
journalism experience.

I was hired as a lifestyle re-
porter and remember the first 
few pieces I wrote, including 
one about the restoration of 
the Soldiers and Sailors Me-
morial Clock in downtown 
DeKalb.

Soon after starting at the 
Star, I fell in love with jour-
nalism and enjoyed the op-
portunity to get hands-on ex-
perience with interviews and 
using AP style.

I started at the Star in May 
2021 and began classes at 
NIU in the fall of 2021. 

Although my time at the 
Northern Star was a bit short, 
as I was a transfer student, 
my time working here has 
been full of learning, experi-
ence and excitement.

Since becoming editor-
in-chief at the end of spring 
2022, there have been  
some notable changes at the 
Star.

We decided to stop our 

weekly print issue in favor of 
our TLDR newsletter, which 
is sent out five days a week 
via email, helping us move 
into the digital age.

Another new change is that 
our website now features a 
multimedia section, where 
our photographers can fea-
ture galleries of their work.

One of my goals when 
taking over the position of 
editor-in-chief was to make 
the Star a place where people 
wanted to be. 

Since the beginning of the 
fall semester, I’ve seen a sig-
nificant change: More people 
have been coming into the 
office to do work, homework 
and just to hang out.

Of course, one of the many 

special things about the 
Northern Star is the support, 
involvement and encourage-
ment of its alumni.

For those of you who 
I’ve had the opportunity to 
meet and get to know, I’m 
so thankful to make these 
connections and learn from 
many of you.

I don’t know where I 
would be if I never worked at 
the Star, if I didn’t gain this 
experience and knowledge 
or if I didn’t even send in my 
application. 

The best thing about these 
“what ifs” is I can confident-
ly say I wouldn’t be as pre-
pared as I am now to venture 
out into the field of journal-
ism.

Madelaine Vikse
FALL 2022  

EDITOR IN CHIEF

Photo by Mingda Wu/Northern Star
Jennifer Young of DeKalb speaks with Northern Star reporters Eddie 
Drinkwine (left) and Evan Mellon after she voted Nov. 8. Staffers 
were out in force to cover the midterm election, just one of many 
learning experiences at the Star.



Your past is your future. Your future 
is your past.

At our Northern Star alumni awards 
banquets and Hall of Fame induction 
ceremonies in 2018 and last September, 
the various festivities represented our 

Star legacy — past, 
present, and future. 

Those feelings 
were palpable both 
years.

Whatever the Star 
generation — the Tri-
Swine-Omega 1960s 
or the 1970s era — 
the same feelings sur-
faced: team pride and 
collaboration. 

Memories from 
our days on a prize-
winning student-run 
daily. 

Our many enduring friendships.  And 
just plain Star fun.

We all know what the Northern Star 
did for our careers.

I’m told some of us old-timers and 
our Star war stories actually inspired 
the current staff. 

The reverse might have been true 
once I saw the 2022-23 “Back to 
School” print Star edition with the tag-
line “The Voice of NIU Students since 
1899” on the cover.

Yes, 123 consecutive years of Star 
publishing. Numerous All-America rat-
ings, plus Pacemaker Awards from the 
Associated College Press. 

A rich history of hall of fame Star 
writers, editors,  photographers, web-
masters, ad sales types, cartoonists, 
etc., that have been honored with Pu-
litzers, Emmy awards, Lisagors, et al.

This is our Northern Star legacy. Cel-
ebrate it and let’s perpetuate it.

Journalism is under siege. The pan-
demic and advertising slump has hurt 
the Star which has basically become an 

online entity.
How can Star alums help? Get in-

volved.
Advisers Shelley Hendricks (shen-

dricks@niu.edu) and Maria Krull (mk-
rull@niu.edu) are always looking for 
Star alumni to come to campus and 
share their professional experience  
with the students. 

If you’re headed to DeKalb, contact 
them in advance.

Kudos to 1970s-era reunion chair 
Shelley Epstein (shelleyrepstein@ya-
hoo.com) and his group.  

In maybe the most significant exter-
nal Star happening since the establish-
ment of several academic scholarships 
years ago, the Northern Star / Phil Kad-
ner Endowment for Student Journalists 
was created this fall.  

About $54,000 has been raised to 
date. 

The goal: a six-figure fund to en-
hance Star editor salaries (see Shelley 
Epstein’s story for more background on 
the Kadner Endowment).

The next Star Alumni banquet is ten-
tatively scheduled for fall 2024 (exact 
date, site TBA).

In the interim, we need new Hall of 
Fame nominations and 1980-era re-
union committee members.

To date, we have four 1980s-types — 
Kari (Brackett) Gippert (kgippert16@
gmail.com), John Kringas (john@
johnkringas.com), Jeff Wendland 
(jswendland1961@gmail.com), and 
Jim Wozniak (mcwozniak@hotmail.
com) — on the reunion committee. We 
need more workers, plus contact infor-
mation for Star personnel from that de-
cade.

Before closing, I want to thank my 
predecessor, Greg Clemens (thanks for 
the gavel), and our various committees 
for their dedication, work, and input on 
behalf of the Northern Star.

One last thing: Happy holidays!
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Want to aid journalism? 
Get involved with Star

From the President Maria’s Corner

Maria Krull

BUSINESS ADVISER

Uptick in ad 
sales; digital 
promotion key

Dear alumni, so much changed 
this year! We no longer print ex-
cept for a few special issues. Instead 
we publish our e-newsletter TLDR 
(which stands for “too long, didn’t 
read” in social media parlance) five 

days a week. 
By the way, if you 

have not subscribed 
to it, please do it 
now, click on the QR 
code below. 

TLDR will keep 
you in touch with 
your alma mater and 
with our kids.

Our students are 
learning to work in 
the new system, and 

it is beginning to feel normal. 
Our digital ad sales in August and 

September were limited but started 
to pick up in October. 

We hope to continue the trend next 
semester.

The marketing team has been busy 
promoting our digital products and 
surveying the student body to better 
calibrate our content.

In September we had the pleasure 
of seeing many of you at the North-
ern Star Hall of Fame dinner and re-
union. 

The impact you, and your experi-
ences, made on our current students 
has been noticeable. 

Thank you for your continuous 
generous support with your time and 
treasure, you amaze us every year!

We wish you and yours a wonder-
ful holiday season and a very happy 
2023!

We’ve got NIU covered

@NIUNorthernStar

@NIUNorthernStar
Sign up for our 

TLDR newsletter

northernstar.info

niunorthernstar

Mike Korcek
’70

NORTHERN STAR
ALUMNI  

PRESIDENT

Subscribe

Sign up for the Northern 
Star’s newsletter, TLDR
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1974
Shelley Epstein is retired 

and lives with Marianne 
Riedel Epstein, former Star 
secretary, in Peoria. Shel-
ley encourages Star-types 
to attend the next reunion/
Hall of Fame banquet. The 
gathering for the '70s in 
September was terrific. So 
good to get together with old 
friends. Contact Shelley at 
shelleyrepstein@yahoo.com.

1988
John Kringas is a photogra-

pher and owns John Kringas 
Photography LLC. He lives 
in Homer Glen with Lisa, 
Johnny, George and an akita 
named Shadow. 

1997
Chris Belec is an account 

manager for Effectv, In-
dianapolis. Chris lives in 
Zionsville, Indiana, with wife 
Jennifer, daughter Emilia 
and dog Payton (named for 
Walter). The couple cel-
ebrated their 10th wedding 
anniversary in September. 
After 20-plus years in pub-
lishing, Chris is reinventing 
his career, focusing on the 
evolution of TV in both tradi-
tional and digital platforms. 
Contact Chris at christo 
pher_belec@comcast.com.

1999
Heather Dean is vice presi-

dent/hematology franchise 
head for Takeda Pharma-
ceuticals, Boston. Heather 
lives in Libertyville with hus-
band Kevin (class of 1999), 
sons Logan (16) and Noah 
(12) and chocolate labra-
doodle, Kona. The couple 
recently celebrated 19 years 
of marriage (a Northern 
Star romance!). Heather 
recently returned to NIU to 
address marketing students 
and help with sales simula-
tions a few times this year. 
Contact Heather at heather.
dean@takeda.com.

2004
Justin Zegar is senior global 

marketing manager, SaaS, 
for Dentsply Sirona in Char-
lotte, North Carolina. Justin 
has been with Dentsply Siro-
na for more than five years 
holding commercial “down-
stream” roles in product 
and brand marketing. He 
is currently a senior global 
marketing manager build-
ing an “upstream” strategy 
for Dentsply Sirona’s brand 
new cloud-based software, 
DS Core. Justin reports to a 
team in Bensheim, Ger-
many, works out of Charlotte 
and travels internationally 
throughout the year. Justin 
was 2020 Dentsply Sirona 
“&” Award Winner and 2021 
Dentsply Sirona Pillar Award 
Winner (president’s club). 
Before Dentsply Sirona, 
Justin worked at Carlson 
Hotel Group in Minnetonka, 
Minnesota, as a brand mar-
keting manager and lived in 
downtown Minneapolis be-
fore realizing he was done 
with snow. He graduated 
with an MBA from Clemson 
University in 2016. Justin 
lives in Waxhaw, North 
Carolina, with wife and NIU 
alumnus Ali Zegar, daughter 
Ava Zegar, son Jack Zegar 
and dog Luna. Contact him 
at justin.zegar@gmail.com

2005
Matt Knudson is vice 

president of multi-form con-
tent for NBC Chicago and 
oversees programming at 
WMAQ, Telemundo and NBC 
Sports Chicago. Matt previ-
ously was employed at ABC 
7 Chicago. Additionally, Matt 
spent the summer of 2021 
following former Illinois 
governor Rod Blagojevich for 
the Hulu documentary “Be-
ing Blago.”

2009
Alex Wilkinson is a financial 

adviser for Northwestern 
Mutual in Naperville. Alex 
lives in St. Charles with 
wife Kristen. They recently 
celebrated the birth of their 
son, Nicholas. They also 
live with dogs Charlie and 
George. Contact Alex at 
Alex.l.wilkinson@gmail.com.

2010
Jenny Lyell does order 

management for IG De-
sign Group Americas, Inc., 
in Atlanta. Jenny lives in 
Woodridge with husband 
Sean, daughters Whitney 
and Sammi and son Logan 
along with cat AJ. Since her 
son’s ASD diagnosis, Jenny 
has been working hard to 
advocate for him and other 
children on the spectrum in 
our area. When she is not 
working or staying home 
with the kids after school, 
she loves to bake. Her goal 
is to bring back her catering 
business full swing in 2024. 
Contact Jenny at jennifer.
lyell@gmx.com.

2011
Matt Liparota is senior life-

styles designer for the Lee 
Enterprises Design Center. 
Matt lives in Madison, Wis., 
with wife Erin and little black 
cat, Sam. The couple awaits 
the birth of their first child 
in February. Contact Matt at 
mrliparota@gmail.com.

2012
Felix Sarver is a reporter 

at the Herald-News in 
Joliet, where he lives. Felix 
placed second in the News 
Reporting Series (Division 
D) in 2022 in the Illinois 
Press Association’s annual 
journalism competition for 
his reporting on the criminal 
investigation of the Joliet 
mayor. 

2015
Sabreena Saleem is account 

manager, programmatic and 
social, for Media.Monks in 

Chicago, where she lives 
with her boyfriend/partner 
UG. Sabreena is celebrat-
ing two promotions and a 
new job all within one year! 
She has a blog called “No 
Strings” at nostrings.life. 
Contact her at bree.sal 
eem@gmail.com

2017
Jay Ibarra is a senior 

consultant for Guidehouse 
in Washington, D.C. Jay cur-
rently is speechwriting for 
senior leaders in the U.S. 
Department of Transporta-
tion. She lives in Arlington, 
Virginia, with dog Finley. 
Contact Jay at itsjayibarra@
gmail.com.

Lark Lewis is senior man-
ager of creative and digital 
strategies for National 
Women’s Law Center, Wash-
ington, D.C., where she 
lives. “It’s been exciting to 
use some skills I learned at 
Northern Star while working 
at NWLC fighting for a more 
gender-just world!” larklew 
is12@gmail.com

2018
Maysea Miller is a recruiter 

for TEKsystems in Chicago. 
She lives in South Beloit 
with Nick and Everleigh. 

Angela Pagán is a staff 
writer at TheTakeout.com. 
She lives in Chicago with 
her roommate Cataline 
Journet-Brizuila, her friend 
since high school. An article 
Angela wrote regarding the 
cultural appropriation of 
Latinx food on TikTok gar-
nered enough attention to 
land her an invite to the “Dr. 
Phil Show” for an episode 
that focused on cultural ap-
propriation. It can be viewed 
at https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=I2rJ6IG9ur0. 
Contact Angela at angelal 
pagan@thetakeout.com

Please see Page 6 for more

ALUMNI UPDATES
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From Page 1 
Students today are the 

same. They shouldn’t have 
to choose between a dead-
end fast-food job and one 
that could lead to a career. 
They need a paycheck, and 
the Star.

The reunion committee 
unanimously decided to 
name the endowment after 
one of our own – Phil Kad-
ner, ’74. Phil often wrote six 
columns a week for more 
than 30 years at the Daily 
Southtown and the Chicago 

Sun-Times.
Phil was one of the best 

journalists – and the best 
columnist – in Chicago. He 
spoke truth to power. He 
stood up for the little guy. 
He exposed corruption. He 
never backed down. And 
his readers loved him.  Phil 
epitomizes what’s good in 
journalism and the Star. It’s 
where he got his start.

Because of the endow-
ment’s mission and Phil’s 
reputation, we have raised 
more than $54,000. That’s 

a sizable sum, but it’s not 
enough. The larger the en-
dowment, the more interest 
available to pay Star student 
salaries.

We need $200,000 and 
more. The hope is that this 
endowment will grow to 
help more Star-types and 
encourage young journalists 
for years to come – the same 
way we were helped many 
years ago. The endowment 
will accept gifts large and 
small. Please help the Star’s 
new crop of kids.

New fund’s goal: Help more staff be paid

Current Northern Star staff 
thanked alumni for the endow-
ment with a poster featuring 
Phil Kadner by Star cartoonist 
Madeline Schuster.

Donate by check
Write check to: NIU Foundation

Memo: Northern Star – fund of choice
□  Northern Star
□  Campbell/Thompson Scholarship
□  Phil Kadner Endowment Fund for Students 
Journalists

Mail to: Northern Star
Peters CLB – Suite 130 – NIU Campus 

DeKalb, IL 60115 

Donate online
Got to: www.northernstar.info

1. Click “Donate Today” – upper right
2. Click on “Foundation” – middle of the page 
3. Scroll down and click on the amount
4. Scroll down and click on “Click here to search 

available designation”
All donations are tax deductible to the extent  

allowed by law.
Thank you!

Northern Star Giving Opportunities
Personal Information

Name
Address 
Email 
Graduation year       Cell phone
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Lindsey Salvatelli is com-
munications manager/
public information officer 
for McHenry County Depart-
ment of Health. Lindsey 
lives in Rockford with her 
mom, daughter, dog and 
kitten. “Every day is a cel-
ebration,” Lindsey writes. 
“I certainly miss journalism 
but have found that I truly 
enjoy the chaos that comes 
with serving as a public 
information officer during 
emergency events. Now 
that things in public health 
have slowed down a bit, I’m 
considering my next move 
and am hoping it lands me 
somewhere near the Rock-
ies!” Contact Lindsay at lind-
sey.salvatelli@gmail.com.
2019

MacKenzie Meadows is a 
case manager for Youth 

Link. MacKenzie lives 
in Minneapolis with her 
girlfriend, Jordin, and their 
sheepadoodle, Mozzie. After 
graduating from NIU, she 
traveled the world for two 
years. She finally is back in 
the states after doing travel 
journalism and missionary 
work. She now works with 
homeless youth. She has 
multiple blogs and really en-
joys documenting all she’s 
been doing. Contact MacK-
enzie at mackenziemead-
ows23@gmail.com.

2020
Anthony Barra works in 

enterprise customer opera-
tions and development for 
Redwood Logistics in Chi-
cago, where he lives.

2021
Kierra Frazier is a digital pro-

ducer for POLITICO. Kierra 
lives in Washington, D.C., 
with her cat, Macy. Kierra 
can be reached at kierrafra-
zier20@gmail.com.

James Krause is a sports-
writer for the La Crosse 
(Wis.) Tribune. James lives 
in La Crosse. He recently 
covered his first season  
of auto racing and first 
Wisconsin state football 
championships. He can be 
reached at jkrausepro@
gmail.com.

Ahyen Labanan is a gradu-
ate research assistant at 
NIU’s Office of Fraternity 
and Sorority Life. Ahyen 
lives in Darien. She recently 
applied for graduation from 
her master’s program. She 
is a higher education and 
student affairs second-
year masters student. She 

will graduate in May. After 
graduation, her long-term 
goal is to return to journal-
ism in higher education 
reporting! Contact Ahyen at 
ahyenkadi@gmail.com

2022
Kurt Bitting is a bartender 

at Obscurity Brewing and 
Craft Mead | Illinois Crafted 
in Elburn. Kurt lives in 
DeKalb with his partner 
of two years, Colton Loeb. 
Colton will graduate this 
month with a bachelor of 
arts in theater studies. 
They have one pet. Sev is 
a 4-year-old anerythristic 
(lacking red pigment) corn 
snake. “Those two bring me 
a lot of joy.” The trio will be 
moving to St. Charles soon. 
Contact Kurt at kbitting22@
gmail.com.

ALUMNI UPDATES

Go Ask Shelley

I celebrated 10 years in 
my role as adviser to the 
Northern Star in July, and 

I’ve been in 
a reflective 
mood since.

My life 
is so much 
richer for 
the relation-
ships and 
lessons I’ve 
gained in 
my time at 
NIU. 

I tell stu-
dents that the Star acts on 
each person differently. 
It stress tests you. It finds 
where you need to grow, and 
it forces you to do just that. 
For some people it’s time 

management. For some peo-
ple it’s interpersonal skills. 
For others it’s learning how 
to accept feedback. There are 
as many lessons to learn as 
there are people who join the 
staff.

I count myself among 
people who have been lucky 
enough to learn the most 
from the Star. I have pulled 
together 10 lessons I’ve 
learned at the Star to com-
memorate 10 years in a job I 
feel so fortunate to have.

1. Trust the students. I’ve 
learned they know best, es-
pecially when it comes to the 
future of the Star. 

2. Don’t try to fix things. 
The best lessons come from 
recovering from mistakes. 

3. Help comes along when 
you need it. The Star has 
alumni and friends who be-
lieve in the mission. When 
things get tough, someone 
always steps up.

4. Always thank people 
who plan events. I used to 
attend events without much 
thought of the organizers. 
Now that I’ve planned some, 
I always try to thank people 
when I see them for pulling 
an event together.

5. If you want to be a bet-
ter writer, you need to be 
a better thinker. Most poor 
writing comes from a lack of 
understanding.

6. There are many correct 
solutions and only a few 
wrong ones. Don’t pick one 

of those.
7. Business adviser Maria 

Krull has said that people 
are happiest when they are 
doing the thing they thought 
they could never do. This is 
why it is important to push 
people.

8. Something former editor 
in chief Sam Malone said has 
stuck with me: You first must 
be humble to be able to learn 
something.

9. Journalism is easier 
to learn than interpersonal 
skills, work ethic and time 
management.

10. More than anything, 
I’m so grateful to the stu-
dents who have shown grace 
and patience with me as I’ve 
tried to help them.

Thank you, Star, for 10 years of lessons

Shelley  
Hendricks

 
ADVISER
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2022 Hall of Fame Awards Banquet

Photos by Sean Reed
Tim Tilton (left) prepares to speak after receiving the Northern 
Star alumni award Making A+ Difference. 

Northern Star alumnus Kelly Bauer gives the keynote address at 
the banquet on Sept. 16. 

Diane Dungey, who retired recently from the Daily Herald, accepts 
her plaque from Kevin Sheldon, Northern Star alumni board past 
president. Dungey was inducted into the Hall of Fame.

About 100 people gathered 
Sept. 16 in the Barsema 
Alumni and Visitors Center 
to celebrate the contributions 
of Northern Star alumni.

Five people were inducted 
into the Northern Star Hall 
of Fame: 

Diane Dungey (1981), 
who retired in 2021 after 
a long career at Paddock 
Publications, mostly at the 
Daily Herald.

Marcus Leshock (2005) is 
a features reporter at WGN.

Jeremy Norman (2004) 
owns Valet Mag, a men’s 
lifestyle online publication 
at valetmag.com.

Kathy Gosnell Seiler 

(1967), who was a longtime 
copy editor for the Los 
Angeles Times. Kathy died 
in 2020. 

Bob Scarpelli (1974) is 
an adjunct professor at 
Northwestern University 
since retiring as DBB 
chairman in 2006.

Also receiving awards 
were Tim Tilton (1995), who 
was presented the Making 
A+ Difference award for his 
career as an educator, Marissa 
(McArthur) LeMaster 
(2011) and Derek Noel 
(2016), who each recived 
Rising Star awards. To read 
more about the banquet, go 
to northernstaralumni.org

Mary Koczan accepts a plaque from Mike Korcek, alumni board 
president, on behalf of her sister, Kathy Gosnell Seiler, who was 
posthumously inducted into the Northern Star Hall of Fame. 

Five alumni inducted 
into Star Hall of Fame
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