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President’s Message

Rewarding careers start at the Star
It was the best of times; it was
the worst of times. OK, forget
the “worst of times” thing. It was
truly the best of times Oct. 21, a
beautiful fall evening in DeKalb
where the Northern Star Alumni
group held its awards banquet. It
was also homecoming eve, and
the campus was buzzing in anticipation of the big game.
Well, the Huskies came through
and won big that weekend against
Buﬀalo (44-7) and so did the
Star when
alumni came
home to the
Holmes Student Center
Skyroom
and presented awards to
10 alumni at
the Northern
Star Alumni
Kevin Sheldon
Banquet.
’80
If you’ve
NORTHERN STAR
never been
ALUMNI
in the SkyPRESIDENT
room, it’s
really
a
wonderful venue with panoramic views of the campus and of
DeKalb.
I remember it as “high living”
back when I was in school, and it
still has that feel to me.
The recipients of the awards
included:
Rising Stars (recent grads
that show great promise in their
ﬁeld):
Kelly Bauer, Taurean
Small, Joe Biesk and John Puterbaugh

Some of the guests of honor gather for a photo at the Northern Star Alumni awards banquet Oct. 21 in the Sky Room of
Holmes Student Center. From left are Kelly Bauer, Adam Bain, Keith Peterson, Kevin Sheldon, Linda Klein Means, John
Arena, Jim Huguelet and Taurean Small. For more photos of the banquet, please see page 7.

Making A+ Diﬀerence (Star
Alumni who are making a difference in the lives of others):
John Arena
Star Innovators (Star alumni
who are making a diﬀerence in
their ﬁeld): Adam Bain, Jim Huguelet
Hall of Fame: Linda Klein
Means, Keith Peterson, Kevin
Sheldon. Yes, yours truly received
the Hall of Fame award, and I was
much honored to receive it especially when I looked at the list of
previous recipients. It’s quite an
impressive list.
The Star was huge inﬂuence
on me during college and helped
launch my career in sales even
though, at the time, I looked at my

job selling advertising at the Star
simply as a way to earn money
for tuition and other expenses and
nothing more. I never realized at
the time how the hands-on experience I gained at the Star would
not only help launch my career
but stay with me throughout my
career.
The Star is still very much a vibrant organization as I witnessed
from the enthusiastic students in
attendance at the banquet. While
things have changed quite a bit
since I worked at the Star, the experience for students is still very
important, and I could see how the
Star experience is helping to make
future leaders in all of them.
The newspaper business has

www.northernstaralumni.org

changed with news and “news”
available from a number of different sources. Where at one time
the Star was THE place for students to get information and for
local businesses to reach students,
there are now many more options. HOWEVER, the need for
the truth never goes away, and the
Star serves that need.
It’s in the ﬁnancial area that
the Star still struggles and could
use your help and there is a donation page in this newsletter. Think
about what the Star did for you
and take the time to make a donation to keep this organization
viable and make a diﬀerence for
the students at this award-winning
college newspaper.
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Telescope is published annually,
both in print and online at www.
northernstaralumni.org. Our mailing
list includes about 1,000 Northern
Star alumni around the world. Please
contact others from your era at the
Star and tell them to get in touch
with us.
If you have ideas for articles about
Star alumni or would like to get involved in writing articles or planning
events, please contact us.

Contacts
Kevin Sheldon
Northern Star Alumni President
kevinsheldon7@gmail.com
Shelley Hendricks
Northern Star Adviser
815-753-4239/shendricks@niu.edu
Maria Krull
Northern Star Business Adviser
815-753-0707/mkrull@niu.edu
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The Northern Star Today

Passion, pride burn strong
through the night and years
The Northern Star can be seen
glowing at night.
The computer screens that
have been on too many hours to
function properly process
demands the
best they can,
but occasionally a scream
crawls
out
of the mouth
of an aspiring journalist
Leah Nicolini
who needs to
FALL 2016
keep working quickly to
EDITOR IN CHIEF
make deadline.
The camera ﬂashes a sharp,
bright light with a photographer
on the other end, preparing for a
last-minute photo.
The photog’s brows curls at
the sight of the selection of cam-

eras, the options scarce and outdated.
Yet, the Northern Star still
glows at night. It burns with the
passion of frantic young adults
who don’t know where they
want to go or who they want to
be, so they try everything, including the school newspaper.
They learn how to edit stories
and become better writers.
They practice training their
eye to notice proper spacing on
the print product.
They involuntarily shudder at
the sight of a misplaced comma.
Writers ﬂock to the Star with
excitement as they scribble their
thoughts into a story, hoping it
will come back with minimal
edits. They take a step back and
think about how they can make
their lede better.
The editors start to lay out
pages and plan how the visuals

will ﬁt on the page.
The production-night crew
simmers as the paper gets sent,
settling on their decisions with
timid conﬁdence. Once the paper’s sent, the screens are shut
down, and the building ﬁlls with
darkness, but we leave carrying
the Star’s glow with us.
We brush our teeth thinking of
how the print will look the next
day and whether that photo was
lightened enough.
We throw on pajamas questioning the front-page headline.
We lay down to sleep, restless
to start our new idea the next
day.
On behalf of the Northern
Star, I thank you in advance for
any contribution you can make.
If you cannot, know the
Northern Star will shine no matter what.
leahnicolini@gmail.com

New job, familiar turf for new editor
My name is Jay Ibarra, and I am
a senior journalism major with a
minor in political science.
I have been working at the
Northern
Star
for
three semesters in the
entertainment section
and am now
moving into
my fourth
s e m e s t e r,
when I will
Jay Ibarra
be editor in
chief of the
SPRING 2017
EDITOR IN CHIEF
No. 1 newspaper in Illinois, as ranked by the Illinois Collegiate Press Association.
I transferred in January to NIU

from Illinois State University; I
previously worked as a features
reporter for two semesters at The
Vidette.
My former editor at the Vidette
molded me from a blogger to a reporter, but I still hold true to both
values when coming up with content.
When I transferred to NIU, I
was excited to start reporting under a new section alongside a fresh
new staﬀ.
Coming to NIU was an easy
transition because I’m from a
town a few miles away.
Also my old newspaper referenced the Star often, so I
didn’t sweat being a Star kid one
bit.
The Northern Star was more
than welcoming when I ﬁrst ar-

rived and started reporting.
I’m excited to begin this upcoming semester as editor in chief.
The Northern Star is more than
a successful newspaper to me, it’s
the place I spend most of my days
– it is home to me and so many
other staﬀers who work hard to
produce two weekly print editions,
online content and advertising.
I hope to make changes that help
this business thrive next semester
but also grow my staﬀ with skills
they can use in the classroom or
outside of the workroom.
This is a place you can make
friends and have hard-earned
work to show for it, just look at
our Northern Star morgue of past
issues to prove it.
jayibarra@hotmail.com

TELESCOPE / 2016

Maria’s Corner

From the Vice President

We know you love us,
but do you ‘like’ us?

You’re still
important to
Northern Star

Dear alumni:
Greetings! I hope you are well and you
have enjoyed this glorious fall.
The semester is about over and ﬁnancially it has been a challenging one.
You know the line:
depressed local economy, which is tied to the
fortunes of the university, thus lower revenues.
Payroll expenses have
increased thanks to the
Aﬀordable Care Act reMaria Krull
quirements.
Thankfully, it is not all
BUSINESS ADVISER
blue. The bright, shining light is still our students. The kids have
grown into the Star family and their commitment, cohesiveness and enthusiasm are
high. I sense a spirit of “we can do it.”
We are now planning the next semester, and there are positive signs. We will
increase our online and social media presence.
There will be more emphasis on promoting the newspaper.
In the months to come we invite you to
visit our website, to “like us” and to “follow
us” and please don’t hesitate to oﬀer your
suggestions.
The other bright spot is you! You have
been constantly available with your help,

Business Adviser Maria Krull has a saying she uses when greeting Northern Star
alumni: “Once a Star kid, always a Star kid.”
Many people think of the Star as part of
their past, but we’re all still Star kids. We
are important to the
Northern Star today.
The Star students
and staﬀ know we’re
there for them. And
we are. Maria and
adviser Shelley Hendricks have shared
stories of alumni who
have called when
they have a job openGreg Clemens
ing, looking to hire a
’03
Northern Star grad.
NORTHERN STAR
Other alumni have
ALUMNI
mentored students
VICE PRESIDENT
through training sessions and critiques.
At times alumni will contact student editors to correct an error.
Others donate as generously as they can.
Our ﬁnancial support is important to the Star
today and to its future. It is experiencing the
same dive in resources that we see in the
industry at large, and like that industry, it
doesn’t have a safety net. The Star is one of
a dwindling number of ad-supported student
newspaper nationally.
It’s with this in mind that the alumni
board has created The 50 Club. It was
formed this year by Northern Star Alumni
with the goal of getting 100 people to donate $50 each year.
We chose $50 as a simple and aﬀordable
way to reﬂect on your time at NIU and to
help continue the rich learning environment
that is the Northern Star.
To provide a tax deduction/credit, write
the check to the NIU Foundation. If you’d
like a pre-stamped, pre-addressed envelope,
email Maria at mkrull@niu.edu.
We hope to start a call campaign and to
spend a few nights making calls, and hopefully we won’t interrupt your family hours.
We thank you in advance for considering
the Northern Star in your year-end giving.

your treasure and your support. In September we took the advertising staﬀ to the Chicago Tribune for a sales seminar for college
newspapers.
It was one of the most poignant experiences; our students had the opportunity to
learn from the professionals, but also to experience history.
The event was held at the Tribune Tower, in the Editorial Board Room, the same
place, the same chairs in which many political, historical ﬁgures have sat in before.
Anderson and Trump were there a few days
prior.
The kids got to admire, perhaps for the
last time, the Tribune Atrium and read the
wall plaques dedicated to the First Amendment.
On another note, I spoke with Jerry
Thompson twice in the last couple of weeks.
He is doing well, and he is wonderfully
opinionated as ever! I am sure he would
like to hear from you. His email is jerwin.
malta@frontier.com and his phone is 815825-2393.
Jim Killam also is doing well. He really
loves his job, travels quite a bit AND he
likes Texas!
Thank you for all you do for the Star. We
wish you and yours a happy, restful holiday
season.
mkrull@niu.edu

ALUMNI UPDATES

2016
Rachel Scaman is an inbound advertising representative for Tribune Publishing in Chicago. She lives in Chicago
with her roommates. rachelscaman@
gmail.com
Suresh Vakati is an electronic design
engineer at Connor Winfield Corp., in
Aurora. He lives in Aurora in with his
goldfish. vakati2u@gmail.com

tek in Deerfield. atorman@aerotek.com
Johnny Nguyen is an inside sales
representative for the Colorado Rapids
Soccer Club. Johnny93@gmail.com
Carly Christenson is a sales executive with the Illinois Division of Pulte
Homes. carlychristenson1@gmail.com

2015

Derek Noel joined Northwest Mutual as financial representative. derek.
noel@nm.com

Kelly Bauer is a reporter/producer
for DNAinfo Chicago. Kelly recently received the Northern Star Rising Star
Award and a Lisagor Award for Best
Deadline Reporting Online.

Alexa Torman is a recruiter at Aero-

■ More updates, page 4, 6
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ALUMNI UPDATES

2015
Kelsey Brown is content
strategist for Passage Technology in Lake Forest. She
lives in South Elgin with her
boyfriend and two rabbits.
kelseyannabrown@gmail.com
David Goings works at Velocity EHS in Chicago. Lnhgoings@gmail.com
Joe Palmer is an account
executive for Adfero in Washington, D.C., where his lives.
jpalmerniu@gmail.com
Sabreena Saleem is an advertising sales assistant at
Complex Media in Chicago.
She lives in Chicago with her
best friend from college. sabreena.saleem@complex.com

2014
Danny Cozzi is a proofreader at The Marketing
Store Worldwide in Chicago,
where he lives with Bonzo, a
“demon cat who is a dog on
the inside.” Danny is writing
the debut full-length record
for his band, All the Wine.
He expects to finish it in mid2017 and have it recorded
and released by the end of
that year. allthewinemusic@
gmail.com
Ryan Foley recently joined
Allegion U.S. as sales consultant. Previously Ryan was
territory manager for SealRite Doors, Inc. Ryanfoley1@
icloud.com
Carl Nadig is head of communications for Vertigo in
Cortland. He lives in DeKalb
with his girlfriend, Daerielle
Culver. carlnadig@gmail.com

2013
Jessica Cabe recently was
promoted to public relations
and publications associate
at Aspen Music Festival and
School in Aspen, Colo. She
lives in Basalt, Colo., with
her beautiful, fluffy cat, Gene.
jcabe@aspenmusic.org
Jacob Onak is a sports
reporter at Daily Jefferson
County Union in Fort Atkinson, Wis., where he lives with
PAGE 4

his 3-year-old dog, Cooper.
onakjacob@yahoo.com

2012
Kim Skibinski lives in Little
Rock, Ark., and is the associate editor at Patient Point,
is married to Jason Yates,
bought a house and got promoted! kimskibinski@gmail.
com
Ben Ernst is sales consultant at Ceridian, based in
Rosemont. Ben and his wife,
Janae, have a son, Eammanuel Kennen, born March 24.
Benernst15@gmail.com
Andrew Hop joined Concur, a business travel and
expense management software, in October. He previously worked for Oracle. Andrew,
his wife and two daughters
live in the Minneapolis area.
Andrew1226@gmail.com
Brian Rau is a senior designer at VSA Partners in Chicago.

2011
Matt Liparota is a senior
designer at Lee Enterprises
in Madison, Wis. He lives in
Madison with his two cats,
Chloe and Maggie. Matt
turned 30 in August, “which
is terrifying.” mrliparota@
gmail.com
Cameron Pulliam is a
sales consultant for Ceridian,
based in Atlanta. Cameron.
pulliam@ceridian.com

2009
Chris Fiordirosa left Yahoo
in June and joined Amazon
as account executive media
Groups. He is based in Chicago. cfiordirosa@gmail.com

2008
Justin Zegar is working on
his MBA at Clemson University. Previously he was the
brand marketing manager for
Club Carlson, a subsidiary of
Carlson Rezidor hotels. Justin
and his wife, Ali, have a baby
daughter, Ava Margaret, born
March 3. The family lives in
Greenville, S.C. Justin.zegar@
gmail.com

2007
Deanna Cabinian is the
marketing director at Crain’s
Chicago. She is also a fiction writer; her recent book
is titled “One Night.” Deannacabinian@yahoo.com

2006
Jessica Kalin is the director of public relations and
marketing at Summit View
Health Management in Knoxville, Tenn.

2005
Mark Pietrowski, Jr., is
DeKalb County Board chairman and associate director
for NIU LA&S External Programming. He lives in Cortland with his wife, Kori Rempfer, and two cats and two
dogs. markpietrowski@gmail.
com
Kristin (Cavaretta) Galbraith is the creative director
at TRISECT Agency. Kristen
previously was employed at
Wunderman as a senior copywriter and as a copywriter at
The Marketing Store.

2000
Justin Steinecker is the
vice president of business
development at EngagementHealth, LLC, based in
greater Chicago. Previosly
Justin worked for Interactive Health, Quad Logistics,
Worldcolor, Quebecor World
Logistics, ALG Worldwide and
Platinum Communications.
Jsteinec_1999@yahoo.com

1999
Heather (McLindsey) Dean
has been promoted to area
vice president, field sales
for Takeda Pharmaceuticals.
Heather has worked for Takeda for several years. Prior to
that she was a sales representative for Eli Lilly. Heather, Kevin and their two boys
live in the Chicago suburbs.
Heather.dean@takeda.com

1998
Jason Schaumburg is the

communications
director
for the Illinois Lottery. Previously he was the editor at the
Northwest Herald in Crystal
Lake.

1997
Jaime Jordan is the director
of corporate communications
at FHL Bank in Dallas. Previously Jaime was a reporter
at the Dallas Morning News.
Jaime.jordan@fhlb.com

1996
Liza (Lundholm) Sury is a
proud stay-at-home mom and
is taking care of her wonderful kids. lizasury@gmail.com
Chris Belec joined the
Indy Star – a Gannett newspaper – in May. He is a key
account executive. Previously
he worked for the Chicago
Tribune. Chris, his wife and
daughter live in the Indianapolis area. Christopher.belec@
indystar.com

1993
David Oliveira is the chief
revenue officer at TruSignal,
Chicago. Previously David
had executive positions at
Yahoo, Demand Media and
was a sales representative at
Wall Street Journal and Chicago Tribune.

1980
Caron Weil Blitz is public
relations adviser for BASF
Nutrition & Health with Blitz
+ Associates in Riverwoods.
She lives in Riverwoods with
for Star “Best Damn Reporter” Alan Blitz (1978) for 33
years. Alan is an educational
and public relations consultant for Blitz Education and
PR. They have two daughters
working in communicationsrelated fields. Caron is chair
for the Council for Responsible Nutrition, Communications Committee. She was
inducted in the Northern Star
Hall of Fame in 2014. prbliz1@gmail.com
■ More updates, page 3, 6
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GIVING OPPORTUNITIES
□ Please include me in The 50 Club with a donation of at least $50.
For a self-addressed, stamped envelope, email Maria Krull at mkrull@niu.edu
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Personal Information
First name ___________________ Last name: _______________________ Maiden name: ________________
Address: _____________________________ City: ____________________ State: ________ ZIP: __________
Cell phone: _________________ Email: _________________________________ Graduation year: ________
□ I would like to visit The Star and share my experiences with students
□ Please send me information on how to make a recurring annual donation
□ Please send me information on how to remember the Star in my will/trust

Donation Information (All contributions are tax deductible to the extend allowed by law)
Check
□ Enclosed find my check in the amount of $______________ payable to NIU Foundation (Memo: Star Legacy Fund)
Credit card
For a secure credit card donation, please log on to www.niufoundation.org/give and do the following:
1. Where it states “I’d like my gift designated to: please select “A Specific Area”
2. Select the following options:
Choose your Area of Support: University - General
Select a Fund to Support: northern Star
Enter dollar amount: $$$
3. Complete personal/billing information and submit form.
□ My company has a matching gifts program
Company ____________________ Contact: _____________________ Phone: ______________
Email: ___________________________________
□ This donation is in honor of: ________________________
□ This donation is in memory of: ______________________
Please send acknowledgment to: ___________________________________________________________________
□ This is an anonymous donation. Please don’t publish my name.
Please return completed form to:
Northern Star
Northern Illinois University
Campus Life Building, Suite 130
DeKalb, IL 60115
TELESCOPE / 2016

PAGE 5

Go ask Shelley

Star survives elections, university task force
The Northern Star received a bit
of good news in spring as a result
of an NIU endeavor called Program Prioritization. It is a process
the university is using to evaluate more
than 400
academic
and administrative
programs.
The Northern
Star
Shelley Hendricks
was one of
those proNORTHERN STAR
ADVISER
grams.
Like all
directors, I was tasked with writing a report for a task force to use
to evaluate my program. The task
force put each program into one of
ﬁve categories. The Northern Star
was evaluated and put into what
amounts to the “leave it alone”
category, albeit with a recommen-

dation to no longer charge us rent.
Relatively speaking, this should be
interpreted as a victory.
The ﬁndings of the task force
resulted in only a few sentences
for each program. However, the
importance of the alumni’s support
clearly made a positive diﬀerence
in the Northern Star’s evaluation:
“Although the future of print
journalism is uncertain, this program provides excellent experiential learning opportunities for
students. Alumni consistently reﬂect on it positively. The task force
strongly encourages the university
to no longer charge the program
$30,000 (annually for) rent for its
oﬃce space and still allow the Star
to maintain its independent voice.”
NIU President Doug Baker has
ﬁnal say on whether task force
recommendations will be implemented. NIU will learn what he
decides about administrative programs Nov. 28. However, since a
report was issued in May, Maria

Krull and I have been working
with The Powers That Be to ﬁnd
a suitable, “free” space to relocate
the Star. Nothing’s been settled
yet, but we’re hoping that by this
time next year, I’ll be typing this
column from a diﬀerent location.
Election coverage
I did a lot of talking to Millennials after the presidential election
during what is likely the most formative political event of their lives
so far. I’m twice their age, and it’s
been one of the most formative
political events of my life, too! I
always will remember where I was
Nov. 8: sitting out in the newsroom
with the staﬀ eating pizza, watching the live ticker on the New York
Times website. Hours earlier I
asked them what their plans were
if the Democrat Party’s nominee
didn’t win. They laughed. There
was no back-up plan. That will
never happen again to any of them.
After the dust settled, we talked
a lot about coverage for the next

days, weeks and months. We talked about the role traditional media,
broadcast media and social media
played in the campaign season. We
talked about freedom of the press.
We talked about objective news vs.
partisan news and fake news.
I’m proud that the Northern
Star’s newsroom is as diverse as
our campus. Many staﬀers – like
many of our community – were
upset about how some of the policies that were discussed in the
campaign might aﬀect themselves
and their loved ones. So we talked
about emotions. This is a change
from how I came up in journalism,
and it’s a good change. Acknowledging the emotion caused by the
news can help journalists cope better as people and cover the events
better as professionals.
All that being said we also talked about covering election news
like any other news story: fairly,
accurately and bravely.
shendricks@niu.edu

ALUMNI UPDATES

1970
Lonny Cain is retired but
still writes a weekly column for The Times in Ottawa and is a contributor
to Perspectives on WNIJ in
DeKalb. He is writing a nonfiction book on Molly Zelko,
a weekly newspaper editor
who disappeared from Joliet in 1957. Lonny lives in
Ottawa with his wife, Cindy
(Wojdyla), and their aging
terrier, Lucy. lonnyjcain@
gmail.com

HIGH HOPES: Ad Manager Vinny Barra (from left), Sports Editor Scott Nicol
and Managing Editor Nick Bosshart look over papers to enter into the annual
contest put on by the Illinois Collegiate Press Association. The Northern Star in
February took first place for general excellence in the competition.
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Mike Korcek is retired
from his career as sports
information director for NIU.
He lives in DeKalb and is
celebrating “reaching 68 in
relatively decent health.”
mkorcek@niu.edu

1967
Kathy Gosnell Seiler is
a busy freelance editor.
She retired a few years ago
from copy editing at the Los
Angeles Times. She lives in
DeKalb with her dog, Jeannie. kathy.gosnell@gmail.
com

1961
Richard Nelson is retired
from 20 years of teaching
high school and college and
from consulting in graduate medical education for
25 years. He lives in Chicago. He recently found out
through DNA testing that
he’s Italian, not Swedish
as he thought. “It’s a long
story …” nelsoncnsl@yahoo.com
■ More updates, page 3, 4
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2016 Hall of Fame Awards Banquet

Leah Nicolini, fall 2016 editor in chief, pauses for a moment during the
Northern Star alumni banquet on Oct. 21 to take a photo with Taurean Small,
who was awarded a Rising Star award. Taurean is a reporter for ABC in South
Bend, Ind.

Barry Schrader, former Northern Star Alumni president, introduces Linda
Klein Means, who was inducted into the Hall of Fame.
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Adam Bain poses with his Star Innovator award. Joining him are Northern Star
Ad Manager Vinny Barra and ad designer Bailey Balentyne.

Chicago Ald. John Arena, 45th Ward, speaks during the Northern Star Alumni
banquet after receiving the Making A+ Difference award.
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