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Jerry Thompson, adviser 1971-1995, died Nov. 6, 2018.
Thomas Jachimiec, Northern Star editor 1965-66, died 

Dec. 26, 2018.
Gary Stein, sports writer, died May 1, 2019. 

I like to take the opportunity 
to thank you for your continu-
ous support of the Northern Star 
and its students. 

I am confi dent we all can 
continue to do so in the future, 
whether it is help with training, 

mentoring or 
fi nancial sup-
port. 

The Star’s 
mission is im-
portant, and it 
is worth pre-
serving.

I’d like to 
give special 
recognition to 
those of you 

who have traveled to DeKalb to 
help train the Star students, par-
ticularly John Dietz, Matt Bute, 
Tom McNamee, Ed Murnane, 
Casey Toner and Mike Logan. 
Your expertise, experience and 
your role as mentors are invalu-
able to the Star staff ; it was for 
me when I was a student and 
feedback indicates it is still true 
for the current staff .

In October, we hosted the 
Freedom Forum, a conversation 
about the First Amendment. 

We have been fortunate to 
have two excellent panelists: 
Dr. Mark Cordes – NIU College 
of Law professor emeritus, and 

Joe Biesk – political editor at 
the Chicago Tribune.

Judge Bradley J. Waller – 
from the 23rd Judicial Circuit 
Court – served as the moderator. 

The event, in the Riley Court 
Room at NIU, was well attend-
ed. 

I like to thank Mike Korcek, 
Jerry Smith, Kevin Sheldon, 
Greg Rivara and Caron Blitz for 
all their help in securing a suc-
cessful event.

We would like to continue to 
off er similar thought-provoking, 
timely events. 

In addition to the educational 
value, they draw positive atten-
tion to the Northern Star. 

If you have suggestions, 
please forward them to me at 
greg.clemens.rt50@statefarm.
com. 

In October, we will have the 
opportunity to gather once more 
for the 2020 Hall of Fame. 

In conjunction with it, we 
will celebrate Star students who 
graduated in the ’70s. We need 
your help to organize the event. 
Please email Maria Krull at mk-
rull@niu.edu with your ideas, 
suggestions or off er to be on the 
planning committee. 

I wish you and yours happy 
holidays and a prosperous new 
year!

Busy year of 
passing on craft 
for Star alumni

GREG 
CLEMENS

’03

Mark Bieganski (from left), Jaime Swanson, Ed Murnane, Rick Baert, 
Larry Bolles, Kevin Wendt, Alex Wilkinson and Eric Krol pose Oct. 12, 
2018, after the Northern Star Alumni banquet in Barsema Alumni and 
Visitors Center.

Members of Tri-Swine-Omega show off their paddle after the alumni 
banquet Oct. 12, 2018, in the Barsema Alumni and Visitors Center. 
The “swine” gathered in surprisingly civilized fashion to mark 55 years.

IN MEMORIAM

Banquet memories
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Telescope is published annually, 
both in print and online at www.
northernstaralumni.org. Our mailing 
list includes about 1,000 Northern 
Star alumni around the world. Please 
contact others from your era at the 
Star and tell them to get in touch 
with us.
 
If you have ideas for articles about 
Star alumni or would like to get in-
volved in writing articles or planning 
events, please contact us. 

Contacts
Kevin Sheldon
Northern Star Alumni President
kevinsheldon7@gmail.com 

Shelley Hendricks
Northern Star Adviser
815-753-4239/shendricks@niu.edu

Maria Krull 
Northern Star Business Adviser
815-753-0707/mkrull@niu.edu

Northern Star 
Alumni Board

President: Greg Clemens, ’03
Vice President: Mike Korcek, ’70
Treasurer: Laura (McHale) Dodd ’97
Secretary: Maria Krull, 
business adviser
President Emeritus: Barry Schrader, 
’63
Past President: Kevin Sheldon, ’80
Members: 
Mark Brown, ’77
Matt Bute, ’99
Mary Butler, ’85
Tom Collins, ’96
Sabryna Cornish, ’92, ’95
Jeff Farren, ’70
Jack Goldberg, ’90
Jerry Huston, ’86, ’97
Shelley Hendricks, adviser
Joelle McGinnis-Rivara, ’89
Greg Rivara, ’92
Jim Slonoff, ’80
Jerry Smith, ’72
Zach Smith, ’96
Jim Killam, adviser, 1995-2012
Dave Timmersman, ’77
Mark Polzin , ’78
Richard A. Nelson, ’58
Caron Weil Blitz, ’80

The Northern Star Today

Team meets challenges with 
excitement; editor looks ahead 

When I began at the Northern 
Star as a news reporter, I had 
no idea the journey ahead was 
going to be so exhausting, de-

manding and 
absolutely ful-
fi lling as it has 
proven to be. 
Now, as I head 
into my last 
semester as an 
NIU student 
and employee 
of the Star, I do 
not look back 
on my time but 
I look forward 

to the potential I see beyond it.
We’ve worked hard to bring 

the Star to the digital age, and I 
believe we’ve gotten very close. 
In a constant state of “assess-
ing and adjusting,” our staff  has 
stepped up in many ways. 

We’ve made their jobs more 
demanding, and they’ve re-

sponded with enthusiasm. 
We’ve asked them to expand 

outside of their comfort zone, 
and they’ve responded with ex-
citement. 

We’ve cultivated a space 
where student journalists are 
learning, leading and engaging 
more than I believe they had in 
recent years.

In addition to this, I believe 
the Star has begun to connect 
with the community in a signifi -
cant way. 

I’ve made many changes 
since becoming editor in chief 
in spring 2019, and the staff  
has helped make many of those 
changes successful. 

Our advisers have guided us 
through those changes as well, 
including helping us navigate 
content management site chang-
es, the minimum wage increases 
and the changing demands of 
the industry. 

They have helped me make 
informed decisions I believe 
will have a lasting positive im-
pact. 

And you, the alumni. Many 
alumni have walked through our 
door this semester to help train 
our staff  in specialized areas, 
and I believe that has made a 
huge diff erence.

We walk away having gained 
knowledge and inspiration, al-
lowing us to put out a stronger 
product. We walk away having 
networked and heard about post-
graduation, driving us to work 
harder. 

The journey has, at times, 
been diffi  cult to navigate but has 
always helped me grow. 

It has been the most important 
thing about my college experi-
ence, and I trust that I am leav-
ing the Star in capable hands, the 
same way you once trusted that 
of me.  

Staffer’s path takes unexpected turn
It would be an understate-

ment to say the Northern Star 
gives students 
a glimpse at 
what the jour-
nalism industry 
is like. 

At the Star, 
students don’t 
act as report-
ers, editors and 
photographers; 
they are report-
ers, editors and 

photographers. 
The experience students gain 

is unparalleled because we 
grow, adapt and evolve with the 
rest of the industry.

I’ve had an atypical experi-
ence working at the Northern 
Star. 

I started as a photographer, 
and I loved every second of it. 

When I started, I was adamant 
all I wanted to do was take pho-
tos — that was my big dream, 
and the Star was going to pre-
pare me for that. 

I learned so much photo-
graphing for the Star that when 
the time came to apply for editor 
positions, I eagerly turned in an 
application for visual editor. 

To my surprise, I was hired 
for a new position: digital editor. 

Since then, I’ve been working 
in the digital section and it’s al-
lowed me to grow in countless 
ways.

My unique circumstances 
have allowed me to gain ex-
perience covering the news, 
writing columns and editorials, 
editing content, shooting and 
editing photos, assigning con-
tent, designing graphics, laying 
out pages and so many more 

things I never expected I’d get 
to do.

Today the Star is focusing on 
a digital-fi rst initiative, meaning 
the Star is of the mindset that 
content is produced for online 
release and print stories are an 
afterthought. 

In an eff ort to both mirror 
the current climate of journal-
ism and create a constant fl ow 
of online content, the Star has 
also started digital shifts during 
which reporters devote time to 
writing timely stories through-
out the day.

With the multitude of expe-
riential learning opportunities 
and the changes the Star makes 
to adapt to journalism trends, 
there’s no better place for young 
journalists to grow than the 
Northern Star.

SAM 
MALONE

Editor In Chief

KURT 
BITTING

News Editor
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Maria’s Corner

I can’t believe another 
semester is almost history!

Our students have been 
great. The news staff  has 
provided solid news con-
tent, the ad kids have sold 
more ads than the previ-
ous year, and the fees are 
still coming!

In October, the alumni 

group hosted the Freedom Forum, a panel 
discussion on the First Amendment. 

Panelists were Mark Cordes, retired law 
professor; Joe Biesk, Chicago Tribune po-
litical editor; and 23rd Circuit Court Judge 
Bradley Waller. We are entertaining the idea 
of another event in spring.

Many thanks to all of you for your help 
in training and supporting our current stu-
dents, and for being there for us with your 

time and treasure.
On a personal note I like to express my 

most sincere thanks for your many calls, 
cards, emails, visits and overall aff ection 
for the Chief. 

I wish you and yours happy, joyous holi-
days and a great 2020!

Mark your calendar:
Northern Star Hall of Fame – October 

(TBD) 2020 – Friday of Homecoming.

Our newest alumni
Video editor Brandon Giesey (from left), Editor-
in-Chief Sam Malone and Sports Editor Marcel 
Carrasco share a laugh in October in the Northern 
Star newsroom. Giesey joined the Northern Star in 
fall after the university closed the Northern Televi-
sion Center. Giesey and Carrasco will graduate 
this month. Malone will stay on as editor in chief 
for spring semester and is expected to graduate in 
May. She is considering going to law school at NIU 
after graduation.

Strong students mean a strong Star

MARIA KRULL
Business 
Adviser

SHELLEY
HENDRICKS

Adviser

The Northern Star will 
be leaving the Campus 
Life Building, which has 
been our home since 1995.

We don’t know where 
we will be going, and we 
don’t know when. We’re 
expecting to fi nd out any 
moment now. And the 
move likely will happen 
with little notice.

I’m told our current space was designed 
just for our needs. However, our needs now 
are fewer, as are our staff ers. We vacated 
the old “ad side” a few years back to pay 
reduced rent. All that empty square footage 
has become quite conspicuous on a campus 
where many complain about limited space.

The remodeled Holmes Student Center 
debuted in October in attempt to create a 
place students would want to hang out in. 
Student-focused groups such as student 

government are moving there as I write. 
This has set off  a chain reaction of moves 
across campus, which will include the Star.

I’m fairly certain we won’t move to the 
Holmes Student Center; however, the uni-
versity so far has made an honest eff ort to 
accommodate our needs. 

Sure I’ll miss being in one of the nicest 
buildings on campus, but the spirit of the 
Star lives in our students and alumni. Not 
within four walls.

Go Ask Shelley

Star’s destination unknown



PAGE 4  TELESCOPE / 2019

1996
Nicole (Rosa) Alazraki be-

came a CPA and moved to Fort 
Lauderdale. Nicole is a proud 
mother of two. nmalazraki@
yahoo.com.

1998
Greg Locascio is an eighth-

grade language arts teacher 
for District 289 in Mendota. 
He returned to teaching after 
almost eight years as a long-
haul truck driver. Greg lives 
in Sycamore with wife Esther, 
son Jonny and dog Shadow. 
glocascio@hotmail.com

Amy (Murar) Sabel is the 
marketing director at Bril-
liant in Schaumburg. Amy has 
been working at Brilliant since 
2000. Previously she was dis-
trict manager at ADP. asabel@
brilliantfs.com

1999
Angela Nugent Rudny is 

the human resources director 
and partner at Interface. Previ-
ously Angela was employed at 
Caterpillar (16 years), Aurora 
Area Convention and Visitors 
Bureau, and Family Service 
Agency.

2004
Brent Renken is owner of 

Brent Industries, LLC. The 
company was formed in 2018 
and is based in Virginia. Brent 
spent over 14 years in various 
newspapers roles in Arizona 
and Virginia. Brent and his 
wife have three children: two 
girls and one boy. Brentren-
ken@gmail.com

2007
Carl Schweihs is president 

of People Management, a divi-
sion of TruBlue, Inc. Carl was 
named to the Staffi ng Industry 
Analysts’ 40 under 40 list. The 
list recognizes the accomplish-
ments of leaders who are mak-
ing their mark on workforce 
solutions. Carl and his wife are 
proud parents of a boy and a 
girl. Carlschweihs@gmail.com

2008
Justin Zegar earned an 

MBA from Clemson University 
in 2016. Currently, Justin is 
the brand manager, Imaging, 
at Dentsply Sirona in Char-
lotte, N.C. Justin.Zegar@gmail.
com

John and Caitlin (Mullen) 
Puterbaugh and their two kids 
have moved to North Carolina. 
John is a senior editor at Re-
views.com, and Caitlin is busy 
being a mom and freelancing 
for several publications. Cmul-
lenputerbaugh@gmail.com

2010
Jenny (Whitney) Lyell and 

her husband have a new baby, 
Logan Jerold, born Sept. 17; 
he joins his sisters, Whitney 
and Samantha. The family 
lives in the Chicago suburbs. 
Jenny.Lyell@cssindustries.com

2011
Matt Liparota is Lifestyles 

designer and producer for Lee 
Enterprises in Madison, Wis. 
He lives in Madison with his 
fi ancee, Erin, and cat Sam. 
Matt and Erin will be married 
Oct. 31, 2020. mrliparota@
gmail.com

Cameron Pulliam joined 
Paymentus in July 2019. He 
is a regional sales director 
based in New York. Cameron-
pulliam@ymail.com

2013
Taurean Small moved from 

South Bend to Washington 
D.C. He is a correspondent for 
Spectrum. Taureansmall@ya-
hoo.com

Jesse Filadelfi a moved to 
Texas. He is market senior 
sales manager at JW Marri-
ott in Austin. Jesse has been 
with the company at various 
locations and roles for several 
years. Jesse.Filadelphia@whi-
telodging.com

2017
Nick Bosshart-Hofman is 

a copy editor for Shaw Media 
and a second-year law stu-

dent at NIU. Nick lives in East 
Dundee with his wife, Mazy 
and daughter, Lucy. The family 
has a bulldog named Murphy 
and a cat named Pippin. nick-
boss92@yahoo.com

Sophia Phillips is Digital 
Communications Coordinator 
for the Deerfi eld Public Library. 
She lives in Hoffman Estates 
with fi ance Dan and her calico 
cat, Chelsea. She’s planning to 
add a dog soon.

Kaylyn Zielinkski is Content 
Marketing and Social Media 
Manager for Chula Vista Re-
sort, Wisconsin Dells, Wis. 
Kaylyn in 2018 opened an Etsy 
shop, Freshly Midwest Co., 
which features hand-painted 
doormats she creates. She re-
cently reached 200 sales with 
over 45 5-star reviews. She 
lives in Prairie Du Sac, Wis., 
with her fi nance Justin Staudt 
and dog Lucy. Kaylyn and Jus-
tin will be married in October 
2020. zielinskijournalism@
gmail.com

2018
Vinny Barra is employed 

at C.H. Robinson in Chicago 
as Carrier Account Manager. 
vbarra@gmail.com

Eddie Garcia is a graduate 
assistant producer for NIU 
Athletics and full-time Digital 
Content Producer at Throw It 
Deep – Quarterback and Re-
ceiver Academy. Eddie recent-
ly won a Crystal Pillar award 
(student Emmy). Eddie lives in 
DeKalb with dogs Wrigley and 
Nala. Eddie says, “I’ll never 
forget my time at the North-
ern Star! It was defi nitely an 
experience I’ll carry with me 
forever. It shaped me into the 
journalist/person I am today. 
egsports05@gmail.com

Madison Kacer is an Eng-
lish teacher at Hinckley-Big 
Rock High School. Madison 
lives in West Chicago with boy-
friend Daniel. “Although I’m no 
longer in the journalism indus-
try, I couldn’t be happier edu-
cating the next generation of 
writers!” Madison says. madi-

sonkacer@gmail.com 
Maysea Miller works for 

Teksystems. She lives in Chi-
cago. mayseamiller@gmail.
com

Angela Pagan is assistant 
editor for Imagination Pub-
lishing in Chicago. She lives 
in Chicago with boyfriend Er-
ick Morales. Angela will begin 
graduate school in fall 2020. 
angelalpagan@gmail.com

Antonio Rosado is an ac-
count representative at CDW. 
arosado96@yahoo.com

Taylor Scott is a sales rep-
resentative at D.R. Horton in 
the greater Chicago area. Tay-
lorscott1418@gmail.com

Michael Urbanec is a news 
reporter for The Times in Ot-
tawa. “It’s been a completely 
different world covering my 
hometown, and despite its 
problems, I’ve really grown 
to enjoy what makes it differ-
ent,” Michael says. He lives in 
Streator. murb93@gmail.com

2018
Vamshi Krishna Dasarraju 

is a research assistant for the 
Faculty Development and In-
structional Design Center at 
NIU. vamshidasarraj@gmail.
com

Madeline Stapleton is 
a fi eld sales associated at 
McKesson. Madeline.staple-
ton@mcKesson.com

Taher Zeitoun is an account 
executive at Yelp in Chicago. 
Taher celebrates becoming 
commission eligible in fi rst six 
weeks at his new sales role. 
He lives in St. Charles with his 
kitties, Molly and Scarface. 
“Working for the Star allowed 
me to grow professionally as 
well as an individual and pro-
vided me the opportunity to 
make friends that I am hon-
ored to consider my Star fam-
ily. Providing the DeKalb com-
munity with up-to-date news 
coverage was one of the great-
est roles I have had the privi-
lege to assume,” Taher says. 
tzeitoun@yelp.com

ALUMNI UPDATES
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T  S  L  F
GIVING OPPORTUNITIES

Personal Information

Name _________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________
______________________________________________
Email: ________________________________________
Graduation year: _____ Cell phone: ________________

 I would like to visit the Star and share my experi-
ences with students.
 Please send me information about how to make a 
recurring annual donation.
 Please send me information about how to remember 
the Star in my will/trust.

Donation information 
(Contributions are tax deductible to extent allowed by law.)

Check
 Enclosed fi nd my check for $______________ pay-
able to NIU Foundation (Memo: Star Legacy Fund)

Credit card

For a secure credit card donation, please log on to 
www.niufoundation.org/give and do the following:

1. Enter the $ amount.
2. If applicable, check the “matching gift” box.
3. Click on “Search for other designations”
4. Scroll to “Designation: Student and university services”
5. Select Northern Star
6. Proceed to payment

 Donation is in honor of: ________________________
 Donation is in memory of: ______________________
Please send acknowledgment to: ___________________
______________________________________________
 This is an anonymous donation. Don’t publish my 
name.

Please return completed form to:
Northern Star

Campus Life Building, Suite 130
DeKalb, IL 60115

N   
  S  A

Hall of Fame  Making A+ Difference 
Rising Star  Star Innovators Award
Nominee: ___________________________________ 
Year(s) worked at Star: _______________________
Nominee contact info: ________________________
___________________________________________
Department (circle one):  News  Ads 
 Business  Circulation
Your name and contact info: ___________________
___________________________________________
Reason for your nomination (additional pages wel-
come): ____________________________________
___________________________________________
__________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________

 Rising Stars: Alumni with fi ve to 15 years of pro-
fessional experience. Recipients will show outstand-
ing promise in their fi elds.
 Making A+ Difference Award: Alumni who have 
made a difference through charitable work, inven-
tions or social programs. This award recognizes 
outstanding work outside or related to the recipi-
ent’s career.
Star Innovators Award: Alumni who make a dif-
ference in their career through innovations such as 
creating improvements or new ways of conducting 
their work to the betterment of the profession or 
industry.
 Hall of Fame Award: This very special award 
honors Star alumni, advisers and others who have 
signifi cantly infl uenced the Northern Star, jour-
nalism and related fi elds or who have otherwise 
achieved success as a result of experience gained at 
the Northern Star.

Please return completed form to:
Northern Star

Campus Life Building, Suite 130
DeKalb, IL 60115
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