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Left to right: 2009 Northern Star Hall of Fame induct-
ees Chuck Berman, Claudia Luther, Al Erisman, Mary 
Dieter and Rusty Anglin. Read their stories, starting 
on Page 6.

The Daniel Parmenter Memorial Scholar-
ship fund stands just $5,165 from our goal 
of $25,000. That’s after a generous, $5,000 
donation from Star alumnus Bob McGann and 
his wife. We would love to meet or surpass 
the goal in the next several months. Please 
consider making a donation … and remember, 
no donation is too small.

Please send checks to Maria Krull at the 
Northern Star. Checks should be made pay-
able to the NIU Foundation. In the memo line, 
write “Parmenter scholarship.”

Thank you to the many Star alumni who 
already have contributed to this memorial for 
Dan, a Star advertising rep who died in the 
NIU campus shootings Feb. 14, 2008.

more than 
just a 

building
Kishwaukee Hall 

is gone, but the 
memories live on. 
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By BARRy SCHRADER
NortherN Star alumNi preSideNt

A brief encounter with Chicago Tribune 
columnist John Kass at his Beer Can Chicken 
BBQ fundraiser gave me some fodder for this 
column.

After I had introduced myself as a mostly-re-
tired journalist now writing a weekly column 
for the local DeKalb daily, Kass surprised me 
with a question: “What do you think will hap-
pen to print journalism as we know it?”

I quickly thought of a recent talk by another 
columnist, Jon Carroll from the San Francisco 
Chronicle, in which he declared: We may be 
at the end of the era of the printed word and 
a new form of journalism is on the horizon. 
What Carroll said exactly was: “It may be that 
print journalism – indeed, all printing as we 
understand it – was merely a 500-year fad in 
the history of our species. From Gutenberg 
until now is about half a millennium ….”

He went on to explain that prose is not 
dead, mentioning bloggers and other Internet 
writers who eventually will be as invested as 
we (print journalists) are in their quality of 
writing. He added that they may not be that 
bad; it’s just that just no one has told them 
good writing is hard.

I come from a solid print journalism back-
ground, as did 75 percent of my fellow NIU 
graduates of the ’50s and ’60s. I was lucky to 
retire before the Internet tidal wave overtook 
print media and is now driving traditional 
news organizations into financial ruin. But I 
think the mistake made by too many media 
gurus early-on was to give away their content 
online while trying to sell the same content a 
half a day later in their print product. Now that 
the digital media genie is out of the bottle, 
there is little chance of backing up to rethink 
that decision.

This sudden rush to computers and other 
digital devices caught the media moguls as 
well as hometown papers off guard; their loss 
of classified and display advertising to the 
world of the Internet has left them scrambling 
or even throwing in the towel. Meanwhile, the 
real victims are the thousands of journalists 
from my generation and even later who built 
their careers and their retirement plans on 
staying with one newspaper until their pen-
sions kicked in. Instead they find themselves 
on the street looking for another career, or 
returning to school to start over. This isn’t 
easy, because the younger generations behind 
them are already filling those positions and 

polishing their resumes to move on. Job 
security is a thing of the past, as is guaranteed 
lifetime employment with one family-owned 
newspaper or even a union metro. 

I am overlooking those who opted for elec-
tronic or PR careers; their transition is easier 
in that they have been using a combination of 
digital tools for a longer period in their fields. 
And they haven’t felt the squeeze as much as 
the newsprint people.

So what would you advise your children 
and/or grandchildren to major in  ... or what 
media outlet to join? The answers are as many  
as the number of words in this article, but 
one thing is for sure: We won’t be going back 
to the old print model that predated all that 
new stuff like radio and television. We once 
thought those mediums would spell the end 
for newspapers, but it took an entirely new 
threat — the digital device — to really drive 
the coffin nails into the printed page.

I still do my part to preserve print journal-
ism in a small way—subscribing to four dailies 
and three weeklies plus as many magazines 
and journals as my retirement income will 
permit. I hope you are doing the same. And 
why not give your kids or grandkids a sub-
scription to a newspaper this Christmas? It 
might help to drop a hint on their generation.

Barry Schrader is a J-grad from the Class of 
1963, retired from careers in newspapering and 
public relations. He now lives in DeKalb and 
writes a weekly column for the Daily Chronicle. 
You can find it at www.dekalbcountylife.com. 
Contact Barry at schrader94550@sbcglobal.net
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schrader94550@sbcglobal.net

★ Welcome ★

Journalism’s new world

Chicago Tribune columnist John Kass 
(left) with Barry Schrader.
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★ Memories ★

By LoNNy CAiN

In 1966, I walked into a building and 
discovered the world — and myself. 

This summer, I visited that same 
building to say goodbye. And thank you.

It’s been 43 years and I still cannot 
drive to DeKalb without thinking about 
this old friend, and yearning for a few 
more moments of what I had there.

Ohhh, lord what I had there. Things I 
will never forget. Countless times over 
the years — I couldn’t guess how many 
— I went out of my way to just stand and 
look at this building. Certainly not for its 
quaint but unremarkable architecture. 

Of course, I’m not looking at just a 
building. I’m looking at my past.

Kishwaukee Hall started in 1940 as 
a private coffee shop called “Jimmy’s 
Tea Room” and then the “College Tea 
Room.” While NIU was still a teachers 
college, the site became part of the 
campus facilities in 1948 and eventu-
ally the Student Union in 1956. In the 
early 1960s it became a media center for 
student radio, yearbook and newspaper 
production.

This summer, the NIU Board of Trust-
ees voted to tear down the structure 
and the nearby radio tower. Kishwaukee 
Hall was no longer functional, located 
in a flood plain, and it was cheaper to 
demolish than renovate, said Eddie Wil-
liams, NIU executive vice president and 
chief of operations.

The goal is to open the space to 
“passive recreational use.” The Illinois 
Historic Preservation Agency had no 
objections to the wrecking ball. Appar-
ently to this group Kishwaukee Hall is 
just a building taking up space.

This building, however, was my 
sanctuary from 1966 to 1969. I walked in 
a frightened kid right out of high school 
and was put on a copy desk (which I ac-
tually slept on once) to write headlines 
and edit news copy for the Northern 
Star. I walked out a newsman.

The years in between were probably 
the funniest, saddest, scariest, bravest, 
most regrettable and most rewarding 
years of my life. I made a lot of mistakes 
but I grew up a lot in those years as a 
journalism student. 

NIU gave me a liberal arts education, 

By MiKE “AJAx” KoRCEK

When I heard about the impending 
demolition of NIU’s Kishwaukee Hall, 
my only hope was that someone from 
the physics department eventually 
checks the site with a geiger counter.

The first time (September 1966), 
the last time, and every time I walked 
into that quaint building that once 
was known as “Jimmy’s Tea Room” on 
College Avenue adjacent to the East 
Lagoon, it vibrated with creative en-
ergy. Not only because it was the home 
of The Northern Star in that era, but 
The Norther yearbook, plus WNIU-AM 
and FM radio as well. The place was 
radioactive with ego, talent and sharp, 
engaging students who loved the art of 
mass communication. 

Yeah, frankly, it was a dump even 
then.  But similar to Wrigley Field, it 
was comfortable. It was home. It had 
character, charm. Why many of us 

rented apartments or paid dorm fees, 
I’ll never know. We lived, worked, slept, 
and played at the Star. Classes were 
optional (especially the ones at 8 a.m.). 
GPAs? You’re kidding, right?

The Star office was unique --- all on 
one floor.  The large windows faced 
the south: the sun, the lagoon and the 
“submarine races.”  Coming in the 
main entrance, you would pass the 
business office, the news desk(s), the 
copy desk, the editor’s cubicle to the 
left with photo services and sports on 
the right.  From sports, you could eas-
ily turn and see everyone who entered 
the office. It was Hillary Clinton’s 
village, a news gathering collective.  
Noisy, phones ringing, typewriters 
clacking. 

Close my eyes and I travel back to 
1966 and can still see editor-in-chief 
Gary Watson walking in with purpose, 
plus coat and tie and his wingtips.  

tiny building left a lifelong impression

Kishwaukee Hall was ‘radioactive’

As the Student Union 
in the late 1950s, 
Kishwaukee Hall was 
a prime lunch spot. 
Two guests in May 
1959 were campus 
visitors Ruby and 
Don Grubb. Don was 
interviewing for a 
job, Ruby remem-
bers. He got it, and 
soon would establish 
the Journalism De-
partment.

1950s 2009, just before demolition

☞Continued on next page ☞Continued on next page
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★ Memories ★

a college degree, the key to opening doors. Kish-
waukee Hall was the door. Even now, so many years 
later, I have never worked in a newsroom with the 
same sense of mission and bond — and fun.

I can still hear the sounds. The Coke machine 
dropping a much-needed can late at night. The door 
banging open, someone rushing in to a typewriter 
or to share a crazy quote or “good story.” Pound-
ing on typewriters and the sound of the AP wire 
machine — clackety-clackety-clackety until the 
ding-ding tells you there’s a breaking story. 

Even the parking lot: a gravel lot that announced 
when a car had skidded in. (Soon followed by that 
banging door.)

And the laughter. Always laughter.
Kishwaukee Hall was a place to work. Lights 

were always on. We took the job seriously. We put 
out a daily student paper during the week. Down 
the hall, the campus yearbook staffers created their 
product. The remaining space was filled by the cam-
pus radio station. 

We worked separately but we played together. We 
had our own version of karaoke in the recording 
studio, football on the banks of the “Mighty Kish,” 
pee-wee basketball in the newsroom (trash cans for 
hoops), and a telescope used to track “submarine 
races” and tanning bodies around the lagoon. (We 
had huge windows that offered a grand view of the 
water and all its “wildlife.”)

The most fun was just being together. We had our 
own fraternity and sorority (Tri Swine Omega). For 
each graduating class, the goodbyes were bitter-
sweet.

The day of my graduation ceremony I did not go. 
Instead, I made myself a drink in a large brandy 
snifter and sat outside Kishwaukee Hall beside the 
river. It was sunny, a beautiful day to be in that spot.

I toasted NIU, amazed that I actually made it and 
a bit numb that it was all going away. I said goodbye 
to the building I had called my home away from 
home. 

Now, of course, I needed to go back there one 
more time ... to sit on the same spot I sat on gradu-
ation day 40 years ago. Perhaps to offer a final toast 
to Kishwaukee Hall, my friend.

Do what you must NIU, but I know and many 
others like me know that you have no idea what you 
just tore down.

Lonny Cain is Managing Edi-
tor of The Times in Ottawa, Ill., 
and is a Northern Star Hall of 
Famer. Contact him at lonnyc@
mywebtimes.com. An earlier ver-
sion of this column appeared this 
summer in the Times.

Gary was always going places 
and did -- moving up the ladder 
at Gannett from Rockford to USA 
Today to Gannett Corporate – as 
one of The Star’s all-time greats.  
One Friday afternoon about 
happy hour time in 1969, adviser 
Roy Campbell strolled in, beer 
can (Drewery’s beer?) in one 
hand and the remaining five cans 
hanging by the plastic collars in 
the other.

“Ajax, wanna beer?”
“Uh, Mr. C,” I replied, “isn’t 

this state property?”
“Who cares?” Campbell said 

with a wink.
By 1970, I made the tough 

decision to leave The Star and 
work as a student assistant in the 
office of Sports Information — or 
as Lonny Cain called it “the toy 
department of life.”  That spring, 
of course, was tumultuous with 
the Vietnam War, Kent State, 
Jackson State, our own campus 
demonstrations, riots and car 
burnings. The local authorities 
wanted The Northern Star photo 
negatives from the riots to help 
ID the demonstrators and the 
Star refused on First Amendment 
grounds. Ray Gibson called me 
one afternoon:  “Get down here 
right now,” he said.  “The cops 
are coming for the negatives.”  
I ran from the field house to 
Kishwaukee Hall and got there in 
time to see handcuffed editor-in-

chief Ken Trantkowski led out of 
the building by the NIU police 
and state’s attorney.  Reality had 
invaded DeKalb and The Star.  
This was 1970s-era journalism. 
Big-time.

I remember getting back from 
the Northern Illinois-Indiana 
men’s basketball game in Bloom-
ington at 2:30 a.m. and thanks to 
our AP machine---finding out our 
draft lottery numbers (mine was, 
ugh, 120 and Gibby’s might have 
well been 590).

I looked in the 1969 and 1970 
yearbooks for the Tri-Swine 
Omega “team” pictures---many 
of us giving “the salute.”  What 
a distinguished group of yellow 
journalists and muckrakers.

And there were Star romances, 
Star near-romances and even Star 
marriages. All of those North-
ern Illinois lives crisscrossing 
each other because of the close 
proximity and radioactivity in old 
Kishwaukee Hall.

Some of us will miss that place.

Mike Korcek 
is the retired 
NIU Sports In-
formation Di-
rector, and a 
Northern Star 
Hall of Famer. 
Contact him 
at mkorcek@
niu.edu.

☞From previous page

☞From previous page

cain

Korcek

The Kishwaukee Hall site, post-demolition.
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★ From the Editor ★

the star, the truth and why we’re all here

I can remember the mo-
ment it happened. It was a 
crisp autumn day with blue 
skies, and I was right where I 
wanted to be.

I was standing in a pet 
cemetery. Just another day at 
the office for a Northern Star 
reporter.

That was the moment I 
knew above all doubt that I 
had found the right line of 
work.

The story I was working 
on that day – yet another 
potential example of typical 
ridiculousness reverberating 
from the university hierarchy 
– never came to fruition, 
but it’s still one of the many 
memories from my three-plus 
years here that I can’t get 
enough of. To this day we’re 
still playing The Ramones’ 
“Pet Semetary” in the office, 
even if there’s barely anyone 
left who gets the joke.

This pure enjoyment for 
our craft and our duty to the 
public are the ideals I carry 
into the workplace every day 
and attempt to instill in this 
new generation of Northern 
Star purveyors of truth and 
justice.  And in this day and 
age our commitment to that 
duty is more crucial than ever 
before.

The outrageous degree to 
which our elected or other-
wise appointed officials are 
conducting themselves is 
reaching a point of unparal-
leled stupidity. Certainly 
this has not been lost on our 
friends at the University of 
Illinois thanks to the Chi-
cago Tribune’s impeccable 
reporting. Sadly, those U of 

I officials are hardly the only 
example. Governors disap-
pearing into the woods like 
a deer surrounded by blaze 
orange, NASDAQ officials 
running down the street with 
billions stuffed into a burlap 
sack with a big dollar sign on 
it – does the nonsense ever 
end? Clearly the answer is 
no. But that’s why we’re here, 

and that’s part of why this is 
so fun.

It’s simultaneously fascinat-
ing and humbling to read 
through the archives of the 
Star and gain an appreciation 
for all those who came before 
us and all the great thing we 
as a newspaper have accom-
plished. And when I observe 
this great history and take it 

all in, it motivates me even 
further to not only keep the 
Star on its rightful platform as 
one of the elite college news-
papers in the country, but to 
raise us high above the rest.

Our predecessors in the 
1960s had a slogan: “The 
truth shall bear all light.” It 
was because they believed 
this and because they lived 
it that they, like so many that 
came before and came after, 
were so great. In 2009, with 
the state of the nation as it 
stands, we believe the truth 
must bear all light, for the 
greater good. This is our mis-
sion and we will do whatever 
is necessary to fulfill it.

So on behalf of the staff 
of the Northern Star, I say 
thank you. Thank you for the 
road you paved for my friends 
and me, and thank you for 
your continued support. 

If it weren’t for you, I’d view 
a pet cemetery as just a pet 
cemetery.

Justin Weaver is a senior 
journalism major from Beloit, 
Wis. Contact him at: 
 jpweaver24@yahoo.com.

Justin
Weaver

EdITOr IN ChIEf,
fAll 2009

The Northern Star’s editors, managers and advisers for fall 2009.

On the heels of winning its second-ever national Pace-
maker Award in 2008, the Star is a finalist again for the 
award, considered the Pulitzer Prize in college journalism.

Besides the Star, the other 12 finalists in the Four-Year 
Daily Newspaper category are papers from Yale Univer-
sity, the University of Georgia, Northwestern University, 
Indiana University, Ball State University, Iowa State Uni-
versity, Michigan State University, the University of Min-
nesota, Kent State University, the University of Oregon, 
the University of Texas at Arlington and the University of 
Washington.

The Star’s staff also is one of four finalists for national 
Story of the Year in the Multimedia category, for its cover-
age of the one-year anniversary of the Cole Hall shoot-
ings.

Winners will be announced Oct. 31 at the National Col-
lege Media Convention in Austin, Texas.

Along with the 2008 win, the Star won its other Pace-
maker in 1974. It was a finalist in 1999, and it won Online 
Pacemakers in 2001, 2002 and 2004.

star named pacemaker finalist again
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★ 2009 Hall of Fame inductees ★

“A lot of waiting, a couple of 
intense moments, and then it’s 
done.”

Chuck Berman was describing 
a typical photo assignment, cover-
ing the rough-and-tumble world 
of city politics for the Chicago 
Tribune. He also could have been 
talking about his entry to photo-
journalism while an NIU student 
in the 1970s.

A native of Chicago’s North 
Side, Chuck came to NIU unde-
cided about his career path. “I 
grew up reading newspapers and 
loved them, but I had never really 
thought of it as a career,” he said. 
Two years later, he still wasn’t 
sure. But he’d picked up a Kodak 
Instamatic camera, and discov-
ered he liked shooting pictures. 
So, he tried to get into the NIU 
art school’s photo program. No 
luck. Then industrial technology. 
Nope.

The only avenue left was a class 
called Beginning Journalism 
Photography, taught by Hallie 
Hamilton. Chuck tried to sign up, 

but Hamilton turned him away 
because all of the slots for non-
majors were taken.

“So I said, what the heck, I’ll de-
clare myself a journalism major. 
And I literally came back within 
a half hour. Hallie looked at me 
and I said, ‘I’m now a journalism 
major.’ And he said, ‘Oh, you want 
to play that game.’”

 “I’d never picked up a real cam-
era before Hallie’s course. I said, 
‘What are all these numbers?’ But 
I loved it. I wasn’t his best student 
but I worked pretty hard.”

Not long after that, Chuck 
applied for a job at the Star and 
was hired. “I didn’t have a great 
Northern Illinois experience, but 
working at the paper gave me that 
joy of working and cherishing a 
job. I remember thinking, ‘Wow, 
this is fun. Look what you get to 
do.’”

After graduation and stints at 
daily papers in Freeport, Wood-
stock and Waukegan, Chuck 
landed at the Suburban Chicago 
Tribune in 1978. He transfered 

to the downtown Tribune in 1983 
and has been there ever since 
– though he’s currently working 
out of Oak Brook for the paper’s 
“Chicagoland Extra” section.

The night after Chicago Mayor 
Harold Washington died in 1987, 
the city council debated until 4 
a.m. about who would replace 
him. One of Chuck’s images from 
that chaotic night – of Alderman 
Richard Mell standing on a desk, 
gesturing and shouting – still 
hangs near the Council Chambers 
in City Hall.

The other image that stands 
out for Chuck: Tiger Woods on 
the 18th fairway, about to win the 
Western Open. The entire gallery 
had crossed over the ropes and 
swarmed behind him. “It looked 
like the Israelites following 
Moses,” Chuck said. The photo 
ended up as a two-page spread in 
Sports Illustrated.

Chuck is married to Tribune 
reporter Barbara Brotman. They 
have two college-age daughters.

Chuck 
Berman

✯
Class of 
1974

By
Jim Killam

Mary 
Dieter

✯
Class of 
1976

By
Mike Runestad 

‘05

The death of a good friend is a 
difficult enough experience. But 
imagine going through the entire 
ordeal—the initial shock, the 
grieving process, the funeral—with 
everyone watching and relying on 
you at every step.

That was Mary Dieter’s life.
It began Sept. 8, 2003, when Indi-

ana Gov. Frank O’Bannon suffered 
a massive stroke at a trade confer-
ence in Chicago. From the moment 
she knew what had happened, 
Mary – O’Bannon’s communica-
tions director and press secretary 
– did everything she could to 
disseminate information to the 
press as quickly and as regularly as 
possible.

O’Bannon died five days later, 
and Mary personally called every 
member of the state’s press corps 
with the news. “Some gasped; 
some cried,” she said. 

During the two weeks between 
O’Bannon’s stroke and his memo-
rial service, Mary became the 
de-facto face of the administration. 
She presided over her first press 

conference (a common role for 
presidential press secretaries but 
rare for their gubernatorial counter-
parts), and fielded media requests 
from across the country.

Mary attributed her poise to 
her reporting background, which 
taught her how to work in emo-
tionally difficult situations. In past 
journalistic roles, she covered the 
deaths of young adults trampled 
to death at a concert, interviewed 
a pregnant woman just after her 
husband died in a mining acci-
dent, and reported on a teenager 
who shot and killed his father and 
stepmother.

“I also understand the crap re-
porters have to go through if press 
secretaries don’t do their jobs,” she 
said with a laugh.

Mary’s career in journalism was 
launched at the Northern Star. “I 
never dreamed that they’d hire 
me,” she said. She quickly moved 
through the Star’s ranks; from 
general assignment reporter to 
editorial writer to city editor and 
finally editorial editor. 

After graduation, Mary worked 
for Paddock Publications and then 
the Rockford Morning Star. She 
later was hired by The (Louisville) 
Courier-Journal as its first full-time 
female employee on the regional 
desk. She worked there almost 20 
years before leaving to do PR work 
for Eli Lilly and Co.

After two years at Eli Lilly, 
Mary became O’Bannon’s press 
secretary. After his death, she 
worked for the Indianapolis Private 
Industry Council and currently 
serves as communications director 
for MySmartGov.org, a nonprofit 
organization advocating for the 
overhaul of Indiana’s system of 
local government.

But even through Mary left the 
newspaper business for public rela-
tions, “My heart will always be in 
hard news,” she said.

Mary’s husband, Tim McClure, 
is a retired state trooper and now 
practices law. Their daughter, Ame-
lia, 19, is a college freshman.
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Al 
Erisman

✯
Class of 
1962

By
Jim Killam

It’s a safe bet that Al Erisman 
is the only Northern Star editor 
who ever went on to earn a Ph.D. 
in applied mathematics.

Al had been sports editor of his 
Oak Park High School paper, and 
came to NIU as a math major with 
minors in journalism and physical 
education.

He joined the Northern Star 
sports staff as a sophomore, 
working for editor Jim Price.

“The people on the newspaper 
were a lot more fun to hang out 
with than the people in math,” he 
joked.

When Al was editor in 1961-62, 
that group included one person 
in particular: the associate editor, 
Nancy Schuler. They’ll celebrate 
their 47th wedding anniversary 
this summer.

“The qualities I remember 
most about Al were his ability to 
remain calm during any crisis 
and his quickness to smile,” said 
classmate and longtime friend 
Chuck Shriver, ’62. “Although 

soft-spoken, his management 
style was firm but positive. And 
I always marveled as well at 
Nancy’s same ability to exhibit a 
calm demeanor at all times.”

Al and Nancy married after he 
graduated but before her senior 
year. So, for two years after gradu-
ation he found jobs nearby, teach-
ing eighth grade in the Kaneland 
school district and working with 
Nancy at the Elburn Herald in 
the summer. At school, several 
bright eighth-graders would ask 
Al challenging questions about 
mathematics, and helped renew 
his interest in the discipline. 
(Footnote: One of those bright 
Kaneland students is now a 
professor of engineering at Ohio 
State University.) His interest was 
so piqued, in fact, that after two 
years of teaching he enrolled at 
Iowa State University, where he 
earned his master’s and Ph.D.

That led to a 32-year career 
with The Boeing Company. Al 
wound up as Director of Research 

and Development for computing 
and mathematics, managing 250 
to 300 scientists, mathematicians, 
statisticians and engineers.

Today, as Director of the In-
stitute for Business, Technology 
and Ethics and Executive in Resi-
dence at Seattle Pacific University 
(where he teaches classes in busi-
ness ethics and technology), Al 
speaks to business leaders about 
ethics, values and purpose. Most 
recently he’s spoken in Ukraine, 
Brazil, Indonesia, Singapore, Ma-
laysia, Central African Republic, 
Austria and China, and he is de-
veloping a micro finance program 
in the Central African Republic.  

He’s also the editor of Ethix 
magazine, (www.ethix.org) a role 
that brings special satisfaction 
because he and Nancy work on 
it together … much like their 
days at the Star. They often travel 
together on business trips and 
have no plans to slow down. Al 
and Nancy have four children and 
eight grandchildren.

Claudia 
Luther

✯
Class of 
1965

By
Barry Schrader, 

’63

Claudia Luther recalls some of 
the highlights of her 40 years in 
newspapering, including getting 
a sexual predator who was a state 
senator sent to trial and covering 
some of the major political cam-
paigns during her 33-year career 
with the Los Angeles Times. 

But she is most proud of a proj-
ect that was an outgrowth of her 
position as special projects editor 
in the late 1990s. She helped 
launch the LA Times Festival of 
Books, which brought together 
some 200 authors for the first an-
nual event and which has become 
one of the most prestigious book 
festivals in the nation. For her 
role in starting that she earned 
the Times Mirror Innovation 
Award.

Claudia served on the North-
ern Star staff for three years, end-
ing up as managing editor and 

graduating with journalism and 
political science degrees in 1965. 
She remembers fondly that the 
Star and Tri Swine Omega were 
the center of her college life. 

After spending a year in the 
media relations department at 
NIU during school, she began 
her outside professional career 
with the Aurora Beacon-News. 
Then, following a summer trip to 
Europe, she migrated to Califor-
nia and landed a job on the Ana-
heim Bulletin, then the Fullerton 
Daily News Tribune and the LA 
Evening Citizen News. In 1972 
she was hired by the Times, mov-
ing from the suburban division up 
to the Metro paper in 1977. 

She said she is “grateful that 
the Times was big enough that 
I could try new things and still 
remain with the same paper all 
those years.” Her assignments 

included courts reporter, cover-
ing the state legislature in Sacra-
mento, Metro reporter, assistant 
city editor, political reporter and 
editorial writer. She also served 
stints as special projects editor, 
deputy editor of the entertain-
ment/arts section, acting editor 
of the Op-Ed page and even an 
obituary writer. Her obits written 
about famous people in advance 
still appear under her byline in 
the Times, even after she ac-
cepted a buyout in 2006.

After leaving the Times, she 
joined UCLA in a senior media 
relations position, where she 
continues working today. She 
is married to Tom Trapnell, an 
art director and designer, and 
they reside on the west side of 
LA “with no kids, no pool and no 
pets,” as she put it.
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Rusty 
Anglin

✯
Friend 

of the Star

By
Maria Krull

Rusty Anglin knows newspa-
pers. He has done it all: from 
reporter to photographer to cir-
culation to promotion to market-
ing to sales and to management.

“Why do I like newspapers? It 
is because I like people,” he said. 
“Newspapers involve people. It is 
all about people.” 

Adrian “Rusty” Anglin grew up 
in Indiana, near Purdue Univer-
sity. As a child he thought he 
would become an engineer, but 
working summers in his father’s 
plumbing/heating business 
made him realize that kind of 
work was not for him. Rusty 
graduated from Purdue with a 
degree in communication/Eng-
lish. While in college he worked 
for the university’s bookstore 
and enjoyed reading and writing. 

He started his professional 
career in 1970 as a reporter/pho-
tographer for the Journal Review 
in Crawfordsville, Ind., and two 
years later moved to American 
Press in Lake Charles, La., 
where he was State Editor. 

Rusty enjoyed his time in the 
newsroom and developed an 
appreciation for all the work that 
goes into a story, but decided 
his natural fit was probably in 
other aspects of newspapering. A 
few newspapers and a few states 
later, Rusty joined the Chicago 
Sun-Times as Circulation Sales 
Director. In 1986, he landed at 
the Chicago Tribune as Circula-
tion Promotion Manager, expect-
ing to stay couple of years or so. 

Well, he’s still there and still 
loves it. In his 23 years at the Tri-
bune he has held positions from 
Circulation Promotion Manager 
to Major Account Sales Manager 
to Entertainment Sales Manager 
and to Retail Sales Manager, and 
along the way earned several 
awards. 

“Rusty is always cool as a 
cucumber,  never loses compo-
sure,” said Matt Bute, Tribune 
Classified Sales Manager and 
a Northern Star Alumnus. 
“Last year, Rusty’s entire team 
nominated him for the Quarterly 

Leadership Award. That is an 
honor that managers usually 
bestow on their staffs, not the 
other way around.

“The other thing about Rusty: 
He is by far the best-dressed 
man at the Chicago Tribune.”

Rusty joined the Northern 
Star family in 2004 when he was 
appointed to the Publication 
Board.  Retiring board member 
Rich Schovanec hand-picked 
him as his replacement.

“Rusty is quiet, unassuming, 
likes young people, and he is 
not afraid to roll up his sleeves,” 
Schovanec said.

Rusty – who is the Publication 
Board chair – also is involved in 
the Star’s advertising program. 
He serves as mentor to students, 
and shares his experience and 
knowledge with students and 
advisers alike. He coordinates 
yearly sales seminars, held at 
the Tribune Freedom Center, for 
college newspapers. 

Rusty and his wife, Christine, 
have two sons.

Jeremy 
Norman

✯
Class of 
2004

By 
Jim Killam

When Jeremy Norman gradu-
ated from NIU, his accomplish-
ments at the Northern Star 
earned him a dream list of job 
offers: the New York Times, 
CNN, Reuters and many other 
news organizations. 

He chose the Washington Post, 
where he’s a senior Web design-
er in Features and Products, and 
a key player in the site’s forth-
coming redesign. And, he and 
fellow Star alumnus Cory Ohlen-
dorf, ’04, have launched Valet 
(www.valetmag.com), a men’s 
lifestyle Web site that’s enjoying 
big success in its first year.

All this after Jeremy almost 
single-handedly took an average 
college newspaper Web site and 
transformed it into the best in 
the nation – validated twice by 
Editor & Publisher and by three 
Online Pacemaker Awards in the 
first three years the award was 
given. 

His talent wasn’t lost on his 
Star contemporaries.

 “Let’s face it: Jeremy was 

probably the only person who 
worked at the Star who actually 
knew what he was doing,” said 
Kevin Wendt, now editor of the 
Huntsville (Ala.) Times. 

Jeremy came to NIU in fall 
1998, already thinking about 
online journalism. “There was a 
calling,” he said. “Only a week or 
so into school, I saw a posting for 
a Northern Star Web designer. I 
thought, ‘I could get plugged into 
this.’”

Jeremy applied and got the 
job as the Web assistant. Then, 
a few weeks into the semester, 
he was offered a promotion and 
recognized the opportunity. “It 
was a laboratory,” he said. “If you 
saw it that way, you could create 
something special. … I excelled 
when I was able to create in a 
space that wasn’t defined. It was 
so new; no one was really watch-
ing you.”

Not that anyone needed to. 
“While we all had our late 

nights at the Star, Jeremy was 
always there later than everyone 

else,” said Melissa Westphal, 
now a reporter for the Rockford 
Register Star. “and he was always 
the first one there in the morn-
ing. I’d come in the next day after 
being at the Star until 1 or 2 a.m., 
and there was Jeremy -- grinning, 
eating his breakfast, watching 
CNN and working on the Web 
site.”

Jeremy’s work habits haven’t 
changed much. Today, he works 
10 or 12 hours a day at the Post, 
and then evenings and week-
end are filled with Valet and 
other side projects. Those have 
included helping the Northern 
Star redesign and maintain its 
Web site.

“I grew up in a household that 
was very entrepreneurial,” Jer-
emy said. “My father and mother 
both owned their own busi-
nesses. So at the Northern Star 
I was comfortable getting my 
hands dirty and taking charge 
of something and owning it. If 
you invest more, you tend to get 
more out of it.”
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1964
Linda Klein Means 

has written a children’s 
book, “Old Gramma Cat” 
(2008, BookSurge Publish-
ing). It’s about cats on the 
family farm. “The children’s 
book is one long poem and 
is beautifully illustrated by 
a young cousin of hers,” 
wrote Barry Schrader in 
a Daily Chronicle column. 
Linda’s life as a journalist 
has included reporting for 
the Wilmington, Delaware 
Morning News & Evening 
Journal and the Chicago 
Tribune. She now lives in 
Dover, Mass.

Lmeans14@aol.com

1966
Jerry Smith, a North-

ern Star Hall of Famer, 
has retired from his job as 
executive director of the 
DeKalb County Community 
Foundation. Hundreds of 
well wishers attended a re-
tirement party last Novem-
ber at the DeKalb County 
Farm Bureau auditorium. 
Jerry is being honored this 
fall by the College of Liberal 
Arts & Sciences as one of 
its 50 outstanding gradu-
ates. Additionally, Jerry’s 
wife, Ging Smith, received 
this year’s Donald R. Grubb 
Award as NIU’s journalism 
alumnus of the year.

Smith139@comcast.net

1970
Mark Gould edited 

“The Library PR Hand-
book,” released this sum-
mer by the publishing arm 
of the American Library 
Association. The book was 
prepared for “forward-think-
ing communicators...to help 
them respond quickly to 
the changing media land-

scape and our country’s  
demographic shifts.” Mark, 
director of the ALA’s Public 
Information Office since 
2000, has earned more than 
a dozen awards from public 
relations organizations. He 
lives in Skokie, Ill., and has 
two sons attending college.

mgould@ala.org

Carol (Przepiorka, 
Cain) Hughes is director 
of media relations for the 
College of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences at Arizona State 
University (http://clas.asu.
edu). Arizona -- the young-
est of the lower 48 -- will cel-
ebrate its centennial in 2012 
and Hughes is working on 
two book projects: “Grow-
ing Up With Arizona: Pio-
neer Tales” and a chapter in 
“100 Years of Arizona Press 
Women” (working title). No 
blogging, just tweets: twit-
ter.com/phxcitywoman and 
twitter.com/asuCLAS.

carol.hughes@cox.net

Mike Korcek, a North-
ern Star Hall of Famer and 
retired NIU Sports Informa-
tion Director, will be one of 
three recipients of the 2009 
Prospect High School Dis-
tinguished Alumni Awards. 
The ceremony is Oct. 9, at 
the Mount Prospect school.

mkorcek@niu.edu

Keith Peterson, Star 
Sports Editor in 1970, can 
be reached at samurai38@
gmail.com.

1971
Allan Shriver is “a 

manager/driver/librarian 
on a 7.5-ton lorry converted 
into a Mobile Library, 
taking books to smaller 
English villages (down 
impossibly tiny country 
lanes) that don’t have their 
own library.” He’s lived in 

England for 38 years.
allan@shriver.co.uk

1974
Gary Benson contin-

ues to practice law (primar-
ily real estate and estate 
planning) with offices in 
the Lincoln Park area of 
Chicago -- now in his 32nd 
year. He spends a lot of  
time playing golf and rais-
ing his children (who are 
now “grown-ups”). Gary 
won the Wilmette Club 
Championship (Senior, 
over 55)) Aug. 1 and 2, 
shooting 75-70 for the 
36-hole tournament. “But 
the true highlight of the 
year is daughter, Elly, who 
graduated in May from Yale 
University Law School. She 
finished the California bar 
exam July 30.  Son Steven 
now works at Google, 
Inc., in the Silicon Valley, 
where he’s a hot-shot mar-
keting guy.”

GSBensonLaw@gmail.com

1975
Deborah Nelson, a 

Pulitzer Prize-winning inves-
tigative reporter and North-
ern Star Hall of Famer, has 
written, “The War Behind 
Me: Vietnam Veterans 
Confront the Truth About 
U.S. War Crimes” (2008, 
Basic Books). Book re-
viewer Dana Priest of The 
Washington Post wrote: 
“Nelson takes readers along 
with her on an unusually 
intimate journalistic journey 
to uncover what the govern-
ment had hoped to keep 
secret — war crimes too 
cold-blooded and routine 
to fathom. As her riveting 
book reminds us, war is hell 
— for everyone involved. 
A must read for soldiers, 
scholars, journalists and any 
one else interested in both 

courage and cover-up dur-
ing wartime.” 

dnelson@jmail.umd.edu

1976
Mary Dieter and her 

husband, Tim McClure, 
have written “The Mc-
Naughton Rule,” a new 
novel. For the fictional 
work, McClure and Dieter 
took inspiration from their 
real-life experiences as 
police officer and newspa-
per reporter. It is the story 
of Jack McNaughton, a 
police detective sergeant 
who called to investigate the 
killing of six small chil-
dren, with their father the 
primary suspect. The book 
is available at www.autho-
rhouse.com. Mary was 
inducted into the Northern 
Star Hall of Fame this past 
February.

marydieter@aol.com

1981
Ed Beckmann has been 

promoted to Assistant Vice 
President of Strategic Com-
munications and Market Re-
search for Elevations Credit 
Union in Boulder, Colo. 
“When I’m not working, I go 
hiking,” Ed writes. “Every 
weekend day pretty much 
since I moved to Colorado 
nine years ago exactly in 
2000.”

edbeckmann@yahoo.com

1982
Michael Burke works 

for the Buffett Early Child-
hood Fund, which invests 
in education where America 
is most under-invested: the 
first five years of life and 
learning. Mike also regular-
ly posts book reviews, social 

☞Continued on next page
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commentary and political 
opinion on his blog, www.
ChicagoWriter.blogspot.
com.

poetsknow@yahoo.com.

1985
Laura (LeMar)  

Kjosen (B.A. ’85, M.A. 
’94) is teaching writing and 
literature at Arapahoe Com-
munity College in Littleton, 
Colo. She is also coordina-
tor of the college’s Writing 
Center. She recently had 
a short story, “Mistral’s 
Revenge,” published in a 
science fiction anthology 
titled “Space Sirens.”

laurakjosen@comcast.net

1986
Dieter Zimmer was 

the payroll and subscription 
manager in 1984-1986. He 
can be reached at Dkoaz-
im@sbcglobal.net

1988
Dave Tuley continues 

to cover the sports betting 
scene in Las Vegas for Daily 
Racing Form and has his 
own Web site, ViewFromVe-
gas.com. Dave’s wife, Wen-
dy, gave birth to their third 
child, a son named Mad-
dux, on June 8, 2009. Their 
children are all named for 
Chicago sports heroes, with 
Maddux joining his sisters 
Jordyn, 7, and Peyton, 5.

dave@viewfromvegas.com

Jim Wozniak has 
been Erwin Bureau chief 
of the Johnson City Press 
in Tennessee since 2005 
and writes, photographs 
and videos stories in Unicoi 
County. He is past president 
of the Erwin Kiwanis Club 
and project manager of a 
new park he developed and 
the club is building. He is 

chairman of the St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church Parish 
Council. He and his wife, 
Emily, have a 12-year-old 
son, David, and live in John-
son City.

mcwozniak@hotmail.com

1989
Sean Noble is the 

Director of Government Re-
lations with Voices of Illinois 
Children.

Noble-s@sbcglobal.net

1990
Jack Goldberg is 

president of BirdDog 
Media, LLC in Arlington 
Heights, Ill.

jackg@birddogmedia.com

 
1991

Karri E. Christian-
sen is free-lancing for the 
Sun-Times Media Group, 
covering the Kane County 
Board, the Kane County 
Forest Preserve District 
and their many committees. 
She primarily writes for the 
Aurora Beacon-News and 
the Elgin Courier-News. 
She also is working on her 
first novel, a mystery based 
in Chicago in the summer 
of 1942.

tjukec@sbcglobal.net

Greg Rivara, a North-
ern Star Hall of Famer, is 
the Communication Direc-
tor at the Illinois Depart-
ment of Employment 
Security.

G_jrivara@hotmail.com

1992
David Statis is the 

Senior Vice president at 
AmWINS Brokerage of the 
Cardinals, in Charlotte, N.C. 

Dave.Statis@amwins.com

1993
Jim Huguelet (B.S. 

’93, M.S. ’95) is president of 
The Huguelet Group LLC

(www.huguelet.com) 
which provides strategic 
information technology con-
sulting and project manage-
ment services to Chicago-
area clients including BP 
and McDonald’s Corpora-
tion. He is also President of 
the NIU Computer Science 
Alumni Council and would 
like to hear from other Star 
alumni who are also CSCI 
grads or now employed in 
the I.T. industry. Jim lives in 
Bolingbrook, Ill.

jhuguelet@huguelet.com

Will Vogelsang lives 
on the north side of Chi-
cago and works with the 
public accounting firm Mc-
Gladrey & Pullen, LLP, as 
an audit director.  His office 
is located in Deerfield, Ill.

WVIMingU@yahoo.com

1994
Michael Berg recently 

returned to Los Angeles 
after “a brief and unfathom-
ably hot 10-month detour 
to Phoenix.” He joined the 
Active Interest Media team 
in June to serve as the edi-

tor in chief on the launch 
of Muscle & Performance, 
a fitness and health maga-
zine available exclusively 
in Vitamin Shoppe stores 
nationwide. He and his wife, 
Carey, are also the proud 
parents of Alexander, a 
1-year-old who runs them 
ragged but is worth every 
second of lost sleep.

MichaelBerg01@gmail.com

1995
Adam Bain is getting 

married Sept. 19 to his fian-
cee, Charlyn. He created a 
board game, recently pub-
lished, called “Yikers.” And, 
he’s formed a new company, 
AB Games (www.abgames.
biz). He lives in Playa Vista, 
Calif.

Squidmon2@aol.com

Tom Collins, his 
wife Kerry and son Aidan 
welcomed a new addition 
to their family, daughter 
Kelsey Marie, in June 2009. 
“Aidan is a great big brother 
and is busy learning how 
to change diapers,” Tom 
writes. Tom is Manager 
of Enterprise Configura-
tion Management at Tran-
sUnion. The family lives in 
Oswego.

Tom@Collins.name
☞Continued on next page

1994
Kevin Craver and 

Northwest Herald colleague 
Danielle Guerra were named 
by Suburban Newspapers of 
America as the 2008 Journal-
ists of the Year for their inves-
tigative series about an alleged 
brain cancer cluster in McCul-
lom Lake, Ill. Kevin is senior 
reporter at the Northwest 
Herald in Crystal Lake, Ill.

kcraver@shawsuburban.com
Kevin Craver
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1996
Jerry Huston is a 

partner in the law firm 
of Huston & May, LLC in 
Chicago, Ill.

Ghuston@hustonandmay.com

Lesley Rogers is Vice 
President of Communica-
tions at Strategies 360, a 
public affairs firm in Seattle, 
Wash.

lesley_rogers5@yahoo.com

1997
Christopher Belec 

is the Midwest Regional 
Sales Manager for EPMG 
360, and advertising agency 
based in San Diego, Calif.

cbelec@epmg360.com

Marie Sutera is the 
Director of Human Re-
sources at Chicago Black-
hawk Hockey Team, Inc., in 
Chicago.

msutera@chicagoblackhawks.
com

1998
Erin (Hallstrom)  

Erickson is married with 
two stepkids and living 
in Romeoville, Ill. She’s a 
Senior Digital Editor for 
Putman Media in Itasca, 
Ill., and also started a social 
media consulting firm this 
year. She’s also in talks to 
write a book about step-par-
enting. 

erin.alissa@gmail.com 

Glen Hopkins is the 
Vice President Sales - East 
Region for Fort Dearborn 
Company in Elk Grove Vil-
lage, Ill.

ghopkins@fortdearborn.com

  Jen (Holub) Zurko 
and her husband, Doug, 
had a baby girl, Olivia, in 
January 2009. Jen works for 
Ball Horticultural Company, 
where she recently was pro-
moted to managing editor 
of GrowerTalks, a magazine 
for commercial growers 
and garden-center retailers 
(www.ballpublishing.com). 

JZurko@ballhort.com

1999
Matt Bute has been 

promoted to Director of 
Classified at the Chicago 
Tribune.

mbute@tribune.com

Lynn Corrigan- 
Kafka and husband 
George have a baby girl, 
Samantha. Lynn works for 
Abbott. The family lives in 
Chicago.

lcorrigan@hotmail.com or 
lkafka8@gmail.com

 
Molly Sullivan- 

Graham and her husband 
Ciaran welcomed twins to 
the family; Sean Michael 
and Patrick James were 
born Dec. 8, 2008, and are 
looking forward to playing 
with sister Josie (6) and 
Tommy (4). The family lives 
in Peoria, Ill.

molsullivan@hotmail.com

Veronica Gonzalez 
and her husband, Russ, 
bought a new house this 
year and will celebrate 
their one-year anniversary 
soon. “It’s been a hectic 
year, but we’re enjoying it!” 
she writes. “Got a chance 
to catch up with two alums 
in the past year, Blanca 
Rios and Stacy Clardie, for 
brief, but worthwhile, mo-
ments back in Chicago. Still 
working at the StarNews in 
Wilmington so I’m happy 
for that too!”

verngonzo@hotmail.com

Jon Twitty and wife, 
Moira, welcomed Grace 
Elizabeth into the world at 
12:08 p.m. on July 8, 2009. 
Grace weighed 6 pounds, 10 
ounces, and was 21 inches 
long.

jtwitty@thebusinessledger.com

David Spitz began 
his second year of employ-
ment at a small market-
ing and management 
consulting firm called 
MarketSphere. “This sum-
mer, my fiancée and I are 
moving to a new home, a 
one-bedroom condo in a 
new mid-rise in the West 
Loop,” David reports. “We 
got engaged in April and 
just set our date to get mar-
ried on July 4, 2010. She 
teaches English literature 
at a charter school on the 
west side of the city and is a 
Badger alumna.

davidspitz@hotmail.com

2000
Erica (Gallagher) 

Burke’s new baby boy, 
Oliver Holden, is her and 
husband J’s (’00) big news 
of 2009. This spring, Erica 
also began as managing 
editor for McHenry County 
Living, a bimonthly lifestyle 
magazine. She produces 

the magazine and Web site, 
and writes a blog about the 
county (http://mchenry-
countymusings.wordpress.
com). 

ericalburke@yahoo.com

Jennifer Haney-
Deegan is the National 
Service Manager-Retail for 
Wilson Sporting Goods, Co. 
in Chicago.

Jen.Deegan@wilson.com

Aracely Hernandez 
works at a library, and says 
she’s happiest when she’s 
able to match up a teen boy 
or girl with a book. “When 
I was younger I was all 
optimistic about changing 
the world with my awe-
some-ground-breaking news 
-- which obviously didn’t hap-
pen. Now I get excited about 
the thought of changing just 
one kid’s world because I 
pointed them in the direc-
tion of a book. I really like it 
when a kid returns a book 
and asks me. “Are there 
any more like that?” I go 
out of my way to find more 
like that -- because they’re 
there reading and expand-
ing their world and it’s not 
because they have to read 
for school.” Aracely also is 
writing a book of her own. 
“It’s a coming-of-age story 
about a sassy Latina journal-
ist from an urban community 
learning to live and work in 

☞Continued on next page

Moving? 
Changing jobs? 
Changing your 
primary e-mail 

address? 
Don’t forget 

to tell us!

olivia Zurko
oliver Burke
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a predominantly cow-popu-
lated town. Sound familiar?”

aracelyh@gmail.com

2000
Tracy Keane was laid 

off in May from Euro RSCG 
Life LM&P Chicago, where 
he had worked as a Graphic 
Designer since 2004. “I 
have found some Freelance 
Graphic Design jobs to 
keep me afloat in Chicago,” 
he writes. “Currently, I 
am looking for a full-time 
Graphic Designer position 
in either downtown Chicago 
or the surrounding sub-
urbs.” Tracy lives in Chica-
go’s Uptown neighborhood 
and enjoys playing softball, 
catching Cubs games and 
various concerts. Recently, 
he visited Boston and 
watched two games at his-
toric Fenway Park.

tkeane082876@yahoo.com
 

Tim Laurence lives in 
Kitchener, Ontario, and 
works as an Unix Systems 
Administrator. He is en-
gaged to marry his partner 
of four years, Dana.

timdaman@mac.com

Joe Menard is finish-
ing his second year as a 
corporate account manager 
at B2B Computer Products, 
a computer hardware and 
software supply company 
out of Addison, Ill. He lives 
in Glen Ellyn with his wife, 
Dawn, and daughters Ava 
and Maya. They are expect-
ing their third child in Janu-
ary, and hope to buy their 
first house in the coming 
months.

jmenard@b2bcomp.com

Justin Steinecker 
and his wife had their sec-
ond child, Sara, on June 3. 
They also have a 19-month-
old, Joey. They now live in 

Elmhurst, Ill., and Justin 
works for Quebecor World 
Logistics in Bolingbrook, Ill.

jsteinec_1999@yahoo.com

Sarah (Boomgar-
den) Williams and 
Ryan Williams (NIU ’00) 
celebrated the birth of their 
daughter, Hannah Lou-
ise, on Nov. 14, 2008. She 
weighed 9 lbs. 6 oz. and was 
21 inches long. They live 
in rural Farmer City, Ill. In 
their spare time, they raise 
chickens and grow veg-
etables.

randswilliams@gmail.com

2001
Whitney Carna-

han is Features Editor at 
Rental Management, at the 
American Rental Associa-
tion in Moline, Ill. She and 
husband Dustin live in 
Davenport, Iowa. She was 
scheduled to run her third 
Bix 7 seven-mile race this 
summer, and possibly the 
Quad Cities half-marathon 
in the fall.

carn12jac@gmail.com

2002
Melissa Westphal 

recently celebrated her 
seventh anniversary at the 
Rockford Register Star 
and is currently covering 
health care and retail on the 
business desk. When she’s 
not writing, she’s helping 
manage the Rockford Rage 

women’s roller derby league 
and skating as Scarrie Brad-
shaw. She’s also living with 
boyfriend Andrew Wright, 
aka Hurricane Andrew, who 
announces for derby when 
he’s not working for the 
Rockford IceHogs hockey 
team. 

mwestpha@rrstar.com

Matt Clemens is a 
Senior Designer at Landor. 
Matt lives in Chicago.

www.landor.com

Kevin Selover is 
employed at Medtronics in 
Chicago as associate sales 
representative.

kevinselover@gmail.com

2003
Courtney Cavana-

ugh is seeking full-time 
employment in the areas of 
writing, editing and/or mar-
keting/communications. 
She lives in Lombard, Ill.
paintedclouds1981@yahoo.com

Todd Krysiak is editor 
of the Sauk Prairie Eagle, 
www.wiscnews.com/spe. 
“We have a small, close-
knit staff of four and are 
weathering the changes 
in the industry rather well 
for now,” he reports. “A 
close friend and I also have 
started a home recording 
studio and record label 
that we’re running from 
my Baraboo home. We are 
calling the venture Cave 
soundS Recording Studio 
and Record Label.” 
tkrysiak@capitalnewspapers.com

Marcus Leshock 
(B.A., ’03, M.A., ’05) has 
been hired by WGN-TV in 
Chicago as a feature/enter-
tainment reporter. He previ-

ously was a host of “Me-
tromix” on Tribune-owned 
CLTV in Chicago. Marcus’ 
reports are seen nationwide 
on cable and satellite sys-
tems that carry WGN-TV. 
He also blogs daily at www.
wgntv.com.

mleshock@tribune.com

Tara McTague is a 
sworn lawyer and currently 
works as law clerk at Hin-
shaw & Culbertson, LLP in 
Chicago.

TMcTague@hinshawlaw.com

Willie Mickell (B.A., 
’03; M.S. ’07, Ed. Adult & 
Higher Education; M.S. 
’08, Sport Management) 
works as a Job Resource 
Specialist at Moraine Valley 
Community College in Palos 
Hills, Ill., and also is work-
ing on his Ed. D at NIU  in 
Adult and Higher Education 
Administration. In his spare 
time, he is CEO of Wor-
thyOne Promotions (www.
worthyonepromotions.
com). Willie is married to 
Tracey Stuckey-Mickell. 
Son Robbie Mickell is 7, and 
son Antwan Hampton is 17.

wmickell@yahoo.com

Betsy Perveiler and 
J.D. Piland got engaged 
in December 2008, and 
now are planning their 
March 2010 wedding. Betsy 
recently was promoted to 
Marketing & Electronic 
Communications Man-
ager for The Society of 
Thoracic Surgeons. Since 
July 2008, J.D. has worked 
for the Greater Chicago 
Food Depository as the 
organization’s Interactive 
Marketing Manager. They 
live in Chicago’s Edgewater 
neighborhood, where they 
recently purchased a condo.

jdpiland@yahoo.com
betsyperveiler@gmail.com

☞Continued on next page

Hannah Williams 
with mom, Sarah
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2004
Keith Ahlvin is the 

Technical Director for the 
Grand Opera House in 
Dubuque, Iowa, as well as a 
free-lance scenic designer 
and sound engineer. He 
recently purchased a label 
maker, an investment he 
had been trying desperately 
to justify to himself since 
the late 1990s.

keith@twitchysquirrel.com

Leslie (Mulderink) 
Glin entered the non-
profit world in February 
2008.  She works at the 
National Safety Council 
(www.nsc.org), “an incred-
ible organization with the 
mission to educate and 
influence people on prevent-
ing accidental injury and 
death in the workplace, on 
the road, and in homes and 
communities.” Leslie also 
recently married her NIU 
sweetheart, Ryan Glin.

lesliekate95@hotmail.com

Libby John is an as-
sociate editor at Schofield 
Media in Chicago.

libbyann.john@gmail.com

Jeremy Norman is 
ending his five years with 
the Washington Post. After 
launching Valet, the men’s 
style and culture site co-
founded with NS alum Cory 
Ohlendorf (’04), the site has 
seen steady growth through 
its first year. “After dem-
onstrating solid business 
potential in a depressed 
economic environment, I 
will be going full-time in 
August,” he writes. “No 
longer in DC for a ‘job,’ we’ll 
be moving the business 
to Los Angeles at the end 
of August. I’m excited and 
looking forward to putting 
all of my focus into a single 
product that reflects my 

vision. Also looking forward 
to a new city.” 

jeremyjnorman@yahoo.com

Cory ohlendorf 
left his position as senior 
editor of DC magazine in 
early 2009 to pursue Valet, a 
men’s style and culture Web 
site that he founded with fel-
low Star alum Jeremy Nor-
man (’04). “After six months 
of full-time devotion, the 
site has grown by leaps and 
bounds and we’re now both 
working on the site full-
time with a national team of 
free-lancers. No longer tied 
to Washington, DC, we’ve 
decided to move the opera-
tion to the greener pastures 
(and sunnier skies) of Los 
Angeles.”

cory.ohlendorf@yahoo.com

Jaime Swanson has 
been with the Daily Herald 
since December 2006. “I 
think it’s safe to say now 
that I’m more of a front-page 
designer than anything else. 
Copy editor by title, I sup-
pose, but it’s rarer and rarer 
that I really edit any stories. 
It’s fun, though. I still really 
enjoy it, even with all our 
cuts, layoffs, etc.” 

j.e.swanson@gmail.com

2005
Deanna Cabinian 

(B.A. ’05, M.A. ’07) works 
at Omeda in Northbrook, 
Ill.  She was promoted on 
her birthday last year and 
manages various databases 
for publishing clients on the 
east and west coasts. She 
started running in 2008 and 
ran her first half-marathon 
in May.

deannacabinian@yahoo.com

Christina Chapman 
was hired in July as a 
reporter and marketing 

person for the Morris Daily 
Herald, a Shaw newspaper 
in Morris, Ill. She was laid 
off from the Joliet Herald 
News in February, and free-
lanced for several months 
between full-time jobs. She 
lives in Crest Hill, Ill.
chapman_christina@yahoo.com

Dave Gomez worked 
with the Obama campaign 
through the election and 
then moved to Washington, 
D.C., to take a job in the 
White House as a re-
searcher. “My work mostly 
involves vetting, speechwrit-
ing and press. It’s a lot of 
fun, and I definitely feel like 
working at the Star was a 
huge boost in getting here 
(If anything, I’m amazed 
at how much higher our 
journalistic standards were 
compared to the media 
here).”

davegomez82@gmail.com

Jackie (Burke) 
Grumish moved to New 
Richmond, Wis., to become 
the education reporter at 
the New Richmond News. 

jackiegrumish@gmail.com

Marc Marin is publish-
er of the Arizona Silver Belt 
in Globe, Ariz. The 3,200-
circulation paper has eight 
other full-time employees 
and three part-time employ-
ees.

marcmarin@hotmail.com

Carrie (Stobart) 
McKinney and her hus-
band, Jeff, had a baby boy 
in November. Carrie  works 
as a Staff Accountant at 
Mule-Hide Products and the 
family lives in South Beloit, 
Ill.

cas1226@aol.com

Mark Pietrowski 
(B.A. ’05, M.A. ’07) was 

elected to serve on the 
Kishwaukee College Board 
of Trustees and is also a 
member of the board of 
the DeKalb Kiwanis and 
Joseph F. Glidden Home-
stead and Historical Center. 
Mark works for NIU in the 
College of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences External Program-
ming office.

markpietrowski@yahoo.com

2006
Rasmieyh Abdelnabi 

has accepted a position at 
the Arab American Fam-
ily Services in Bridgeview, 
working with victims of 
domestic violence and low-
income families.

raz0184@yahoo.com

Jessica Kalin works 
as a Marketing Advisor for 
Resource Bank in DeKalb 
county. “I’m REALLY happy 
with my job,” she writes. 
“Part of my job is to connect 
with the community and 
plan events as well as write, 
edit and design. Sometimes 
I have to remind myself that 
yes, I do in fact get paid to 
do this. Since graduating 
I spent time in the West 
Indies, tutoring …I started 
making my own line of 
snarky greeting cards and 
realized I am happier than I 
have been in a long time.”

j_e_kalin@yahoo.com

Dawid Klimek works 
as a Captain at L2O, a 
French restaurant in Chi-
cago. He’s also attending 
Roosevelt University and 
working toward a teach-
ing certificate. The former 
Northern Star photo editor 
also does free-lance photog-
raphy for hotels and restau-
rants. In September he’s 
going to France for a week 

☞Continued on next page
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to shoot the harvest for 
Perrier-Jouët in Champagne 
and Mouton Rothschild in 
Paillac.

dawidklimek@gmail.com 

Kaylyn Kuzniar is 
a victim of the recession, 
losing her job at the end of 
May. “Although I am deal-
ing with the Illinois Depart-
ment of Unemployment, 
which is a job in itself, I am 
in high spirits,” she reports. 
“I have started working 
on my M.A. in English at 
Bradley University. … I am 
preparing to become a poor 
college student again, only 
this time I have a mort-
gage.”

kaylyn.kuzniar@gmail.com

Collin Quick recently 
took a job as an editor 
for neighborsgo, a niche 
product of the Dallas Morn-
ing News. He previously 
worked on the copy desk for 
the Rockford Register Star.

collin.quick@gmail.com

Chris Strupp gradu-
ated from DePaul Univer-
sity in summer 2008 with a 
master’s degree in Public 
Service Management. He 
now works at the Northern 
Illinois Food Bank as a 
Public Policy and Advocacy 
Specialist. His job involves 
working with State and 
Federal elected officials 
by educating them on food 
bank policy issues and the 
increased need in food as-
sistance in the 13 counties 
the food bank serves. “In 
May, we were able to pass 
legislation down in Spring-
field which created a Hun-
ger Relief Fund in the State 
where money in the fund 
can be donated to the eight 
Illinois Food Banks.” Chris 

got engaged in November 
2008 and the couple hope to 
be married in spring 2010.

strupp.c@gmail.com

2007
Steve Brown works 

for Fox Valley Publications, 
the newspaper group of the 
Elgin Courier-News, Naper-
ville Sun, Aurora Beacon 
News and the Joliet Herald 
News. He works on the day-
to-day news and sports pro-
duction for all four papers, 
and is the main designer of 
GO, a regional entertain-
ment section that is zoned 
for all four communities. 
“In the past year,” he writes, 
“I’ve worked on the creation 
and design of GO and the 
redesign and marketing 
campaign to transform the 
Elgin Courier-News’ page 
size from broadsheet to a 
tabloid.”
stephenrobertbrown@gmail.com

2007
Sean Connor teaches 

math at Naperville North 
High School and was just 
hired as the Head Sopho-
more Boys Basketball coach 
at Geneva High School.

whshoops44@yahoo.com

Stephanie Kohl works 
at the Pioneer Press and 
has made it through a few 
rounds of layoffs. She spent 
a year writing for the Lake 
Zurich Courier newspaper 
and then was switched at 
the beginning of 2009 to 
writing for the Barrington 
Courier Review and the 
Libertyville Review. Her 
coverage includes Bar-
rington Area School District 
220 and many features. 
In Libertyville, she writes 
news and feature stories 
and does regular question 

and answer sessions with 
people from the community. 
“My company has equipped 
us with laptops and books,” 
she writes, “so more than 
once this summer, my desk 
has been a picnic bench in a 
park, which is OK by me.”

SKohl@PioneerLocal.com

Billy Kulpa is a multi-
media artist at the Rockford 
Register Star. He is respon-
sible for video coverage on 
rrstar.com, as well as maps, 
charts and graphics in the 
newspaper.

bkulpa@rrstar.com

Jarrod Rice is a de-
signer and copy editor at 
the Kane County Chronicle 
in Geneva, Ill.

jarrod1892@yahoo.com

2008
Rachel Gorr is an 

Inside Account Manager at 
Dell ASAP Software in Buf-
falo Grove, Ill.

Rachel_gorr@dell.com

Herminia irizarry 
works at Imagination 
Publishing in downtown 
Chicago as editor for Lowes-
ForPros.com. She also is 
busy planning her wedding, 
which will take place next 
June.

irizarry.h@gmail.com

Andy Mitchell has 
been working for FM-89.5 
WNIJ, the public radio 
station in DeKalb, as a re-
porter and on-air anchor for 
Weekend Edition Saturday. 
He’s also written for the 
sports section of the Kane 
County Chronicle, contrib-
uted music reviews to the 
Web site Pensatos.com, and 
free-lanced. This fall, he’ll 
be a graduate student with 

the University of Illinois-
Springfield’s Public Affairs 
Reporting program.
andrewmitchell85@gmail.com.

Patrick yeagle gradu-
ated from the Public Affairs 
Reporting program at U of 
I-Springfield in May and 
worked a summer intern-
ship at the Peoria Journal 
Star. “I’m still looking for a 
permanent gig, but I’ve got 
a couple of prospects, so 
I’m feeling hopeful. Print 
journalism isn’t dead!”

sonicinfidel@gmail.com

2009
Giles Bruce is a re-

porter for the Charles City 
Press in Charles City, Iowa.

gilesgbruce@aol.com

Matt Buckingham is 
an account coordinator at 
Hub Group Inc.

mattbuckingham@yahoo.com

Jake Bute is a sales 
representative for the 
DeKalb-based American 
Marketing & Publishing, 
LLC.

Chris Fiordirosa is a 
Media Delivery Specialist at 
Dotomi.com in Chicago.

cfiordirosa@dotomi.com

John Ranallo worked 
this summer as an intern 
at the Herald News in Wolf 
Point, Mont. The city is 
located within Fort Peck 
Indian reservation, which 
is home to the Sioux and 
Assiniboine Native Ameri-
can tribes. During John’s 
time there, he wrote on and 
photographed events such 
as powwows and the Wild 
Horse Stampede, generally 
regarded as the “grandaddy 
of all Montana rodeo.” He 
has kept busy by playing 

☞Continued on next page
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softball with a team on the reservation and 
is looking forward to coming home to Wo-
odridge, Ill., to spend time with his family 
and find a job closer to home.

jcranallo@gmail.com

Tom Salzman is a Sales Representa-
tive – Triblocal, at the Chicago Tribune.

tsalzman@tribune.com

Derek Walker interned this summer at 
the Chicago Tribune’s RedEye newspaper. 
“I had three decent-sized stories including a 
Lollapalooza feature in which I interviewed 
The Killers’ front man Brandon Flowers,” 
he writes. Derek continues his work for 
music Web site indierockreviews.com, 
where he reviews concerts and interviews 
musicians.

derekwalker87@gmail.com

Obituary
Don Peterson, an NIU Journalism faculty member 

in the 1970s and ’80s, died March 12.
He was 86. Don worked at NIU from 1959 to 1990, 

first in the Office of Information and 
later as a faculty member. “He gave our 
news-writing and feature-writing students 
the benefit of years of publicity writing 
for NIU, having joined us as part of the 
administrative lock-down of the NIU News 
Service,” remembers colleague Avi Bass. 
“He helped maintain the old DeKalb News 
Service, in which advanced print news 
students wrote localized campus news for 

area newspapers. He will be remembered as a cooperat-
ing colleague whose quiet demeanor guided his students 
toward diligent work. He will be missed.”
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We’re updating our North-
ern Star Alumni mailing list, 
and need snail-mail address-
es for the following people:

Marc Albert
Ralph Argueta
Steven Bailey
Sheila Berg
Jen Bibbings
Calvin Birdsong
Marc Brinkley
Jack Broughton
Jessica Buchert
Jason Buhrmester
Terry Burns
David Callahan
Greg Cella
Nick Cimms
Sandra Coley-Hancock
Janet Concannon
Peter Denk
Benjamin Devries
Tamara Dyer
Emily Elderborn
John Fanselow
Sarah Folgers
Trevor Freeze
Janyce Gabriel
Stephanie Gandsey

Michael Gasling
Efstratos Gavas
Kevin Gillogly
Melinda Graham
John Griffin
Matt Gronlund
Se’nita Harris
Pamela Herman-Kamin
Angel Hernandez
Robert Heselbarth
Fred Hooper
Deborah Hopp
Mike Hughes
Jennifer Hutchins-Nolin
Patty Ihm
Daniel Jacobson
Chris Jensen
Abigail Johnson
Carol Jouzaitis
Maria Antelis Karlin
Amber Kelley
Katrina Kelly
David Kirkpatrick
Kristine Klemme
Kelly Knievel
Biran Koenings
Jonathan Koepke
Jeff & Lucy Kolkey
Robert Kwilos
Dietrich Martin

Robert Martin
Kim Mayer
Anne Mazur
Kecin McDowell
Eich Meldon
Grant Miller
Mike Morris
Tim Morrissey
Eric Nanney
Bruce Oates
Kevin Olvera
Jason Oppenheimer
Iva Marie Palmer
Grace Parker
Michael Penich
Terry Peters
Mark Pickerel
Heather Pingel
Janice Podlewski-
 Drummond
Aaron Porter
Alan Porterfield
Eric Rajewski
Bob Regan
Hilary Reno
Shaun Reno
Shawn Robinson
Paul Rock
Russ Ruda
Christopher Rudnick

Melanie Schroeder
Mark Spychala
Theo Stamos
Steve Sutryk
Sean Thomas
Joe Townsend
Dave Tuley
Diana Turowski
Bill Tynan
Ike Velez
Dan Videtich
Dan Vital
Jill Walker
Shareese Wallace
Gary Watson
Julia Wenzler
Amanda Williams
Lori Wisely
Rachel Yarris-Johnson
John Yedinak
Amber Zurcher

If you know any of these 
Star alums, please ask them 
to contact Maria Krull, 815-
753-0707 or mkrull@niu.
edu, to provide your updated 
information. Thanks!

Don
Peterson

Help us fill in the blanks for our missing-addresses list
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NIU
Homecoming

Saturday, Oct. 3, 2009

NIU vs. Western Michigan
Game time 2:30 p.m.

Tailgating starts at noon. 
Watch your e-mail and the 

Star’s Alumni Web site 
for our location.

www.northernstar.info/alumni


