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For the Northern Star, past and present, 
the events of 2008 have shown that there is 

no more appropriate description.  



Thank you.
Those two words seem 

insufficient, in light of the 
outpouring of caring support 
from Northern Star Alumni 
and friends. You have helped 
us in innumerable ways 
during the days, weeks and 
months following Feb. 14.

Memories of that day often 
flood back. I suppose they 
always will. The chaos and 
confusion, followed by the 
horror of realizing what had 
just happened. The immedi-
ate crush of national media. 
The incredible courage and 
cool heads our Northern Star 
students displayed in respond-
ing to it all. And of course, the 
awful pain of learning that one 
of our own, Dan Parmenter, 
was among the victims. 

On Tuesday morning, Feb. 
19, most students had gone 
home and the Star office was 
eerily quiet. The national 
media calls and visits contin-
ued, and emotional exhaustion 
began to show itself. I really 
thought I was going to have to 
go home to bed.

Two Star alums visited that 
morning, unannounced. One 
was Sabryna Cornish, now an 
assistant professor of com-
munication at NIU. Turns out, 
she had been dangerously 
close to the carnage five days 
earlier, having just walked 
from her Reavis Hall office, 
past Cole Hall and to the Stu-
dent Center for coffee. It was 
good just to give her a hug 
and talk about what we’d all 
just been through.

The other visitor was Chuck 
Berman, longtime photog-
rapher with the Chicago 
Tribune, who would spend 
several days covering campus 
that week. I’d been feeling 
very uneasy about the photos 
I took on the 14th, and which 

had been broadcasted all 
over the world. I’d written 
about tragedy often during 
my newspaper career, but 
had never photographed it. 
Chuck offered thoughts about 
covering tragedy, photography 
decisions, and we talked about 
campus in general.

I’ll be forever grateful for 
those two visits from people 
who understood. We must 
have done hundreds of media 
interviews during those first 
few days; but here were two 
journalists who simply came 
by to see how we were doing. 
They helped provide a jolt of 
emotional strength.

• • • •

Those are just two examples 
of the huge role that Star 
alums played in helping us 
through this. Many visited, or 
called, or sent care packages. 
Hundreds sent e-mails. We 
saved everything (well, not 
the food), because every last 
message meant more than we 
can describe.

Many alums covered the 
story for their newspapers or 
broadcast outlets, and used the 
Star office as a base. Far from 
being an extra burden, they 
helped create a family feeling. 
There were no barriers be-
tween student journalists and 
professional journalists; no 
matter who they were working 
for, everyone was the Star.

Alum Deb Nelson, a Pulit-
zer-winning reporter who now 
teaches at the University of 

Maryland, got us in touch with 
the Dart Center for Journalism 
and Trauma. In fact, Deb and 
the center’s director, Bruce 
Shapiro, came to DeKalb a 
few weeks later. They held a 
morning session for area pro-
fessional journalists who had 
covered the tragedy, and then 
a longer afternoon session for 
our Northern Star students. 
Both sessions were immensely 
helpful.  

• • • •

As we put the finishing 
touches on this newsletter, 
NIU is beginning a fresh 
school year. (This is where I’d 
say something like “Forward, 
Together Forward” if I were 
into catchy slogans.) It feels 
fantastic to have the students 
back and to see the campus 
come to life again after the 
usual, quiet DeKalb summer.

The reminders of last Febru-
ary are everywhere, and will 
be for a long time. Yet, I think 
what sticks with me most 
from this whole experience is 
how cared-for we felt by all of 
you. That’s something none of 
us want to put behind us.

So, in the most heartfelt 
way possible, thank you. 

• • • •

One other late news item: 
The Star has been named a 
2008 Pacemaker Award final-
ist by Associated Collegiate 
Press. Eighteen daily college 
papers across the nation were 
chosen as finalists, with the 
winners to be named Nov. 1 in 
Kansas City.

The Star has won a Pace-
maker once before, in 1974. 
It was last a finalist in 1999. 
It won Online Pacemakers in 
2001, 2002 and 2003-04.
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★ Welcome ★

This year’s Northern Star leadership team takes a break from the annual 
training retreat at DeKalb’s Ellwood House Museum.

Dear Alumni,

Greetings to all of you!  
I am happy to report our 

2008 staff is in full opera-
tion and happy to be back.

Many thanks to those who 
took time out of their busy 
schedules to help us with 
training. We are confident 
we have a good manage-
ment team. The news crew 
is solid and the business 
staff is very aware of the 
industry’s difficult financial 
climate. Our advertising 
staff is determined; in fact, 
our students are welcoming 
the challenge.

I would like to update 
you on the Dan Parmenter 
Memorial Scholarship 
effort. A heartfelt thank 
you to alumni and friends 

who have contributed; to 
date we have reached 51 
percent of our original goal 
of $25,000.  We hope to 
be able to award the first 
scholarship in spring 2009, 
but we need your help. Any 
amount is very much wel-
come and if the company 
you work for has a match-
ing-fund program, please 
let us know.  

We hope to see as many 
of you as possible at Home-
coming, October 18, 2008.  
We’ll have a tent – in a 

more suitable location than 
last year. At the moment we 
have 50 tickets to the game, 
so if you would like one or 
two, please e-mail me (mk-
rull@niu.edu) or call me at 
815-753-0707.

Following last year’ 
successful turnout, we are 
working on another Chi-
cago get-together, possibly 
for late fall.

Thank you so much for 
your attention and please 
continue to keep in touch 
with us, keep us updated on 
your careers, your families 
and anything else you like 
us to know.

Hope to see all of you in 
October.

With affection,
Maria

Maria
Krull

NortherN Star
buSINeSS 
advISer

Many contribute to 
memorial scholarship

The Star 
truly is a 
family

Caitlin
Mullen

edItor IN chIef
fall 2008

When Jim first asked me 
to write this column, I easily 
agreed to do it.  But sitting 
in front of the computer, I 
struggled with a topic, and 
what you, Northern Star alum, 
would care to read about.

The best I can offer is this: 
More than ever, after the 
events of the past year, we 
know what the Star family is.

Being a part of the Star is 
something truly special. Un-
der the watch of Jim and Ma-
ria (who deserve much more 
than they earn for being coun-
selors, confidantes, friends 
and, of course, family), Star 
staffers try new things, make 
mistakes, experience great 
success and handle the tough 
things — together.

The diverse mix of people 
you encounter and befriend 
at the Star shapes who you 
become. We learn new things 
each day simply from work-
ing with others. You might 
not get along with everyone 
you work with, but do you get 
along with everyone in your 
real family? 

At the Star, you spend 
countless hours with these 
people, and they become 
those you share things with, 
and confide in. And most 
importantly, you share the 
same goal: Putting out a 
quality product every day that 
benefits readers.

☞Continued on next page
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★ FIRST PERSON ★

Here’s why good, local 
newspapers won’t die

A lot has been said lately about 
the current state of journalism as 
it pertains to the newspaper busi-
ness. Depending on whom you’re 
listening to, newspapers are indeed 
and undoubtedly either dead, dy-
ing, changing, evolving, adapting, 
sustaining or even succeeding. The 
problem with these binding and 
all-too-narrow terms and descrip-
tions, though, is that they fall short 
of reality.

As a professional journalist with 
a whole four months experience 
on the job, I have a special interest 
in trying to learn and understand 
why some think the profession I’ve 
just chosen for myself is dead or 
dying. I don’t think I’m an idiot, 
but if I listened to angry, spiteful 
rants made by people like former 
Chicago Sun-Times columnist Jay 
Mariotti, I’d be crazy to think I 
wasn’t.

Newspapers are dead and the fu-
ture is online, Mariotti said recently, 
following his hasty resignation 
from the Sun-Times. It’s unfortu-
nate to see a scene like this play 
out, but I think there may be good 
reason for his disillusioned view on 
the subject. 

The thing about journalism, I 
believe, is that as long as there are 
communities of productive and 
engaged citizens, there will always 
be a market for what newspaper 
journalists are selling. It makes 
sense that this might go completely 
over the head of a guy like Mariotti, 
whose rabble-rousing columns and 
on-air rants always gave the impres-
sion that he never actually found 
himself belonging to or working for 
any particular community at all. 

I believe his failure to ever fully 
grasp this is indicative of newspa-
pers’ greatest advantage in bucking 
the argument that they are a living 
thing of the past. What newspapers 

have that will always set them apart 
from other forms of media are their 
ties to the communities in which 
they sustain themselves. 

What I’ve seen that enforces my 
view of newspapers’ bright and suc-
cessful future — albeit a drastically 
evolved one — is indeed limited. 
But what I have seen has spoken 
to me louder and more profoundly 
than a million Jay Mariottis ever 
could.

When I found myself and my 
friends at the Northern Star in the 
middle of the story of the shoot-
ings that killed five fellow students 
last February, I knew I was in for 
a life-changing experience for two 
reasons: I was a student and I was 
also a journalist. 

In the days following the shoot-
ings, I watched my fellow students’ 
pain- and anger-filled response to 
the mass media that flocked to NIU 
to cover our story. I understood 
their emotions as much as I under-
stood that an event such as ours was 
something the country cared about 
and indeed had the right to know 
about.

What I didn’t understand, at 
first anyway, was how much a 
difference it meant to those same 
students when journalists for the 
Northern Star showed them that 
before anything else having to do 
with an interview or a story, they 
too belonged to the NIU commu-
nity. We felt and saw ourselves in 
the shoes of every person we spoke 
with about the shootings, and the 
process was a personal one. The 

same things that mattered to them 
also mattered to us, and that’s what 
fueled our questions and coverage.

This is what I learned about 
newspapers: The work you do will 
only be as good as how much you 
care about the people you’re doing 
it for. And you’d better be doing 
it for the people in the community 
you care about enough to live and/
or work in.

I do think I can understand how 
certain aspects of the newspaper 
business may be dying. But that 
doesn’t mean newspapers are dy-
ing — typewriters and dark rooms 
wholly died, after all, and newspa-
pers adapted to better ways of doing 
the same thing. 

A solid, tangible national media 
may even be dying, but there will 
still be communities full of people 
interested in what’s going on where 
they live. 

In some cases, as more of the 
focus shifts to online, it will prob-
ably be best to realize that the term 
“newspapers” doesn’t have to have 
such a rigid tie to the term “paper.” 
It’s the “news” part that matters, on 
whatever medium might be most 
appropriate for the news at hand.

When someone tells me the ca-
reer I’ve recently chosen for myself 
is dead or dying, I think they’re just 
living in the past, where people who 
are scared to adapt to the current 
and evolving state of life are more 
comfortable. 

John Puterbaugh was editor in 
chief of the Northern Star for the 
2007-’08 academic year. In sum-
mer 2008, he was named one of the 
nation’s top 100 college journalists 
by U-Wire. John currently is a copy 
editor and page designer for the 
Daily Chronicle in DeKalb. You can 
reach him at jdputerbaugh@gmail.
com. 

John
Puterbaugh

edItor IN chIef 
2007-08
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MIKE GREENE / NORTHERN STAR

During and after Feb. 14, 
we experienced the NIU 
community coming together 
and dealing with a tough 
time. But at the Star, we were 
lucky to have our family as 
well.  

None of us had more than 
a few hours of sleep on our 
side those first few days, but 
we continued working, and 
we dealt with things together. 
We cried and hugged each 
other, and we laughed and 
smiled at the bright spots dur-
ing those days. 

I never felt closer to a 
group of people in a work-
place; probably because the 
Star isn’t just a workplace. 

We work every day, but 
we have fun while doing it, 
and we make friends and 
establish relationships while 
there. Laughter and accom-
plishments are shared, and 
we complain about classes 
and life problems. The Star 
becomes so much more than 
a place where we make a 
newspaper every day: It’s our 
second home, our meeting 
place, our church.

Between handling news 
coverage for the Star and be-
ing the source for other news 
outlets after the shooting, we 
were there for one another. 
We bonded in a unique way 
during the tragedy, and I 

believe it’s a bond we’ll carry 
with us. We went through 
something together that most 
people will never experience, 
and it’s made us stronger, as 
people and as journalists.

You were there for us, too. 
We received encouragement, 
sympathy and kind words 
from all of you, and it meant 
more than I can express. 
To hear you were proud of 
us and the Star’s work was 
greatly uplifting during a ter-
rible and stressful time.

After I graduate, there’s 
one thing I’ll take with 
me: We’re all human, and 
despite having to cover tough 
situations, we’re feeling 

things, too; so are the police, 
residents and others a tragedy 
affects. 

The biggest lesson I took 
away from Feb. 14 was the 
importance of being sensitive 
toward those you deal with 
during a tough time. Respect-
ing what others have seen 
and been through, and work-
ing with them accordingly, is 
so important, to being a good 
human being and a good 
journalist.     

Caitlin Mullen is a senior 
journalism major at NIU. 
Contact her at caitlin.
m.mullen@gmail.com.

from the editor Continued from Page 3

NIU
Homecoming

Saturday, Oct. 18, 2008

NIU vs. Toledo
Game time 3 p.m.

Tailgating starts at noon. 
Join us at the 

Northern Star tent!

Game tickets available 
(first come, first served)  

Call Maria Krull 
at 815-753-0707
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★ Alumni Updates ★

1961
John Fanselow is a 

Professor Emeritus at Co-
lumbia University, Teachers 
College. He took early retire-
ment in 1997 and served as 
president of a residential col-
lege in New Zealand for nine 
years. Now He’s semi-retired 
and teaching courses in U.S. 
and Japanese universities in 
English as a Scond Language 
methods. He received the 
Distinguished Alumni Award 
from Columbia University, 
Teachers College in 2005. 
His books include “Breaking 
Rules, Contrasting Conver-
sations” (Lonmgman) and 
“Try the Opposite” (SIMUL, 
Tokyo). He’s finishing a book 
to be published by Longman 
in 2009, titled “Huh? Oh. 
Aha!--Discovery Activities 
for Language Learning.” John 
divides his time between 
Tokyo and New York.

jff15@columbia.edu

1962
George Stolz and his 

wife, Sandy, bought a mo-
torhome with hopes of selling 
their home and heading for 
warmer climes upon Sandy’s 
retirement a year from now. 

foxriverguy@hotmail.com

1963
Barry Schrader retired 

and moved back to DeKalb in 
the summer of 2006 after 37 
years in California. He writes 
a weekly feature column, 
“DeKalb County Life,” for 
the Daily Chronicle and does 
oral history interviews for the 
DeKalb County Historian and 
Joiner History Room. Barry 
was also elected president of 
the Northern Star Alumni last 
year. He and his wife, Kay, 
live in a duplex home at the 

Oak Crest Retirement Com-
plex.

schrader94550@sbcglobal.net

1964
Phil Meyers is semi-

retired and lives near Durand, 
Ill. Phil’s career after NIU 
started on The Genoa Repub-
lican where he worked for fel-
low Star alum Barry Schrader. 
After that he was an editor on 
a trade magazine, then left to 
become a marketing writer 
for a major oil company. After 
six years in oil, Phil joined 
a Chicago public relations 
firm from which he was lured 
by one of its manufacturing 
clients to become its direc-
tor of communications. After 
another six years he bought a 
partnership in a Park Ridge/
DesPlaines advertising agency 
which he eventually bought 
outright. Twelve years later he 
merged his agency with one 
in Rockford, Ill., and moved 
there. When the agency fell 
on bad times, he became a 
“virtual agency” doing adver-
tising and public relations out 
of his house for 13 years. He 
and his wife Jan, of 44 years, 
have three children and 10 
grandchildren.

pjm@stateline-isp.com

1965
Claudia Luther took a 

buyout from the Los Angeles 
Times in 2006 after more than 
33 years as a Times reporter 
and editor, including cover-
ing politics and government; 
writing editorials; helping 
organize the first Times’ book 
festival, now the biggest in 
the country, and serving as 
acting editor for both the 
Book Review and op-ed page. 
Her last assignment there was 
writing and editing obituaries 
of notable people, including 

many advance obits that con-
tinue to appear in The Times 
under her byline. Claudia is 
now working full-time as a 
media rep at UCLA. She lives 
in the Mar Vista area of Los 
Angeles with her husband, 
Tom Trapnell, an art director 
and designer. 

claudia.luther@earthlink.net

1966
Bill Hetland of Keno-

sha, Wis., is semi-retiring 
in September after 18 years 
with Nicasa (N. Ill. Council 
on Alcoholism and Substance 
Abuse) in Lake County. A 
1984 recipient of the Don-
ald R. Grubb Distinguished 
Alumni Award, Bill will con-
tinue to represent Nicasa each 
morning in the DUI Court 
of the 19th Judicial Circuit. 
He and his life partner, Phil 
Anderson, who was paralyzed 
from the waist down in a Feb-
ruary 2001 auto accident, will 
observe their 20th anniversary 
at their home on Sept. 13.

bhetland@wi.rr.com

Jerry Smith recently 
announced he’ll be stepping 
down as Executive Director 
of the DeKalb County Com-
munity Foundation at the end 
of this year. He has held that 
position for nearly 10 years, 
following a 30-year stint at 
Castle PrinTech, DeKalb.  
Jerry and his wife, Ging, MS 
’74, plan to remain in DeKalb, 
where they’re both involved 
in numerous civic affairs.  
Jerry is a member of the Star 
Hall of Fame, a recipient of 
the Donald Grubb Award, and 
serves on the Star Alumni 
Committee.
jerry@dekalbcountyfoundation.org

1968
Kurt Sipolski has been 

working hard on an adaptation 
of a published short story he 
wrote into a TV drama.  “Had 
interest from some of the top 
stars for roles,” he writes, 
“so just have to get about 
$3,000,000 to produce it and I 
don’t take checks.”

Canman619@aol.com

1971
Norm Cohen marked 

21 years at Newsday, where 
he’s the Sunday Sports Edi-
tor, and is “still looking for 
a decent hot dog on Long 
Island. They don’t even know 
what Italian beef is out here.” 
Norm’s wife, Sylvia King-Co-
hen, also works at Newsday. 
Son Andrew plays on the 
drumline at the University of 
South Florida “which, thank-
fully, became good at football 
just when the Huskies were 
going bad.”  

nctaco@verizon.net

Steve Newton works 
in the billing department of 
Apria Healthcare in Ma-
chesney Park, Ill. He has a 
nephew, Matthew Lupo, who 
is a graduate student in ac-
counting at NIU.
newtonfigs@insightbb.com

1973
Cary Baker operates a 

music publicity firm called 
Conqueroo in Los Angeles 
(www.conquerr.com). Their 
key past and present clients 
are listed in the “Artists” 
scroll. Prior to that, Cary was 
VP of Publicity for five record 
companies including Capi-
tol and I.R.S. Records, and 
was a music journalist in the 
Chicago area (including for 
the Reader.)

cary@conqueroo.com

☞Continued on next page
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1974
Shelley Epstein 

works at Bradley Univer-
sity in Peoria, where he does 
speechwriting, communica-
tions work and advising for 
the new BU president. “It’s 
great to be back on a col-
lege campus for the first time 
in three decades,” he says. 
He took the Bradley job in 
December 2007. After taking 
an early retirement from the 
Peoria Journal Star in Febru-
ary 2007, he worked for the 
Ameren Illinois utilities for 
much of the year, helping the 
company through issues it had 
in Springfield. Shelley’s wife, 
Marianne, a former Northern 
Star secretary, continues to 
teach special education stu-
dents in Peoria.

sepstein@bradley.edu.

Carol Fouke-Mpoyo, 
Northern Star arts editor 
once upon a time, moved 
on to various assignments, 
most recently as Informa-
tion Specialist for the Church 
World Service Immigration 
and Refugee Program, New 
York City.  Recent achieve-
ments include a new, 15:25 
minute DVD to encourage 
communities to welcome and 
assist refugees resettling here 
through the U.S. Refugee 
Program. A Web section and 
monthly newsletter are among 
other responsibilities.  Visit 
www.churchworldservice.
org/Immigration  for details.  
In her volunteer life, she’s co-
founder of a visitors’ program 
whose participants befriend 
asylum seekers held in a 
detention center near Newark 
Airport.  She and husband 
Robert are approaching their 
11th wedding anniversary; he 
works for the New York-based 
United Methodist Church 
(UMC) General Board of 

Global Ministries to support 
the work of UMCs in franco-
phone Africa.  
cfouke@churchworldservice.org 

1975
Deborah Nelson has 

written her first book, The 
War Behind Me: Vietnam 
Veterans Confront the Truth 
About U.S. War Crimes 
(Basic Books), scheduled for 
release Oct. 27.  She is the 
Visiting Carnegie Professor at 
the University of Maryland’s 
Philip Merrill College of 
Journalism.  

dnelson@jmail.umd.edu

Marilyn Upah-Bant 
is Director of Development 
for International Initiatives at 
the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign

upahbant@ad.uiuc.edu

1976
Rev. Dr. Martin  

Haeger received the 
Doctor of Ministry degree 
from Princeton Theological 
Seminary in Princeton, N.J., 
in the area of Leadership and 
Organizational Development, 
on May 17, 2008. He lives 
in Bourbonnais, Ill., with his 
wife, Peggy, and 13-year-old 
son, Matthew.

nidsouth@aol.com

1977
Paul Ivice moved to Ju-

piter, Fla., from Jacksonville 
last year to be closer to his 
father, who turns 90 in Sep-
tember. Paul is free-lancing as 
a reporter/writer for The Palm 
Beach Post and occasionally 
for The Associated Press and 
also a consulting editor for 
Informed Floridian magazine 
and other small publications 
and private businesses.

IVPAUL42@aol.com

David Timmersman 
is Director of Sales at LSA, 
a manufacturer of medical 
device related components 
and assemblies. “Enjoying 
living in Minneapolis and 
the up-north lake life on the 
weekends,” he writes.

Djwt3@aol.com

1980
Rich Christianson is 

associate publisher and edi-
tor-at-large of the Industrial 
Division of Vance Publish-
ing Corp., Lincolnshire, Ill. 
His responsibilities include 
promotion of two industrial 
woodworking magazines and 
related Web sites and trade 
events. Rich and his wife, 
Jane (NIU class of 1984), live 
in Chicago with their three 
daughters Anna, 16; Grace, 
13; and Mae, 10. Each of the 
three girls has to put up with 
their father as head coach of 
their respective softball teams.
rchristianson@vancepublishing.

com

1984
Sharyl Holtzman lives 

in Los Angeles (she  relocated 
from Chicago three years 
ago) and works for Para-
mount Pictures in distribution. 
She’s also taking classes in 
the music business at UCLA 
Extension. Sharyl continues 
in her own business at Girl 
Rock Ltd, working on charity 
concerts, concert DVDs, pro-
motion for musician Nicholas 
Tremulis Orchestra. She also 
has numerous writing works 
in progress including essays, 
short stories and screenplays. 
www.myspace.com/girl-
rockltd and on Facebook as 
well.

sharylholtzman@gmail.com

1985
David Callahan has 

joined the editorial services 
staff of Citat Journalistgrup-
pen in Stockholm, Sweden. 
Previously, he served as 
director of communications 
of the Chicagoland Bicycle 
Federation. He is married to 
the Swedish artist Anna Lil-
jas, and they live in Uppsala 
with their twin 17-month-old 
daughters.

davidmcallahan@gmail.com

1986
Deborah Snow  

Humiston is a media 
relations specialist at DePaul 
University in Chicago, where 
she handles the School of 
Education, School for New 
Learning and College of 
Communication. Previously 
she was assistant director of 
media relations at Saint Xavi-
er University on Chicago’s 
southwest side. She and her 
family (husband, two kids) 
live in New Lenox, Ill.

DSNOWHUM@depaul.edu

1988
Dave Tuley won 1st 

place in the News Category 
of the 2006-07 Pro Football 
Writers of America (PFWA) 
annual writing contest for 
a story on the Las Vegas 
sports books’ reaction to Ben 
Roethlisberger’s motorcycle 
accident on June 16, 2006. It 
was the first time a gambling 
story has won a PFWA award 
and he beat out writers from 
USA Today and the Boston 
Globe, who finished second 
and third, respectively. Tuley 
now has his own sports bet-
ting information Web site 
called ViewFromVegas.com 
and writes for various gaming 

☞Continued on next page
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publications, including his 
8-year association with the 
Daily Racing Form.

dave@viewfromvegas.com

1989
Tim O’Malley just led 

the launch of www.mouth-
piecesports.com. “We’re 
trying to give pro athletes 
a direct voice to the fans,” 
he writes. The site includes 
video, sports social com-
munity, news, stats, sched-
ules and more. Another Star 
alum, Billy Bracken is also 
involved.
tomalley@conciergepreferred.com

1990
Dave Calzaretta, a 

former Star sales representa-
tive, is employed at Assurance 
Agency, Ltd. in Schaumburg, 
Ill.
dcalzaretta@assuranceagency.com

Rod Kluck, former Star 
billing manager, manages 
the Pizza Hut restaurant in 
Freeport, Ill. Rod is married 
and has a baby girl – Kassan-
dra Renee – who was born in 
February 2007.

kluckstr@hotmail.com
 
Wes Swiotek, former 

Star sports editor, is the city 
editor at the Daily News in 
Bowling Green, Ky.

wswietek@bgdailynews.com
 

1991
Karri Christiansen 

and her husband, Tim Unzick-
er (U of I-Champaign-Urbana 
grad and former newspaper 
reporter, now a police detec-
tive in Oak Park), live in

Naperville. Karri is working 
on her first novel, a mystery 
based in WWII Chicago. She 
continues to post entries on 

her blog, Bulldog News Ser-
vices, a forum for news and 
editorial commentary.

tjukec@sbcglobal.net

1992
Ron Golminas was 

promoted at Newsweek to 
the Associate Manager of the 
Central Region.
Ron.Golminas@newsweek.com

Kim (Nadler) Hasler 
is a regional sales manager at 
Ceridian. 

Kim.hasler@ceridian.com

Sean Leary has had an 
eventful year in the personal 
and career realms. He and 
his wife, Ann-Marie, cel-
ebrated the birth of their first 
son, Jackson Sean, on March 
30. Sean also had a book of 
poetry, “The Girl of Dreams 
and Magick,” published, had 
a painting, “Persephone,” 
accepted in the Rock Island 
Fine Arts Exhibition, and 
had a solo showing of his 
artwork at the Coffee Artist 
Cafe and Gallery. However, 
his largest career accomplish-
ment for the year involved 
producing, directing, writing, 
acting in and co-composing 
the soundtrack for his inde-
pendent film, “Your Favorite 
Band.” In the journalism and 
broadcast fields, Sean con-
tinues to work as Entertain-
ment Editor for the Dispatch, 
Rock Island Argus and Leader 
newspapers; Entertainment 
Reporter for ABC affiliate 
WQAD-TV8; and Entertain-
ment Correspondent for radio 
stations B100, 104 Rock and 
Star 93.5. For more informa-
tion on the movie and Sean’s 
various creative endeavors, 
see his Web sites, 

www.seanleary.com and 
www.yourfavoritebandthe-
film.com or check out his blog 

at www.myspace.com/sean-
leary007.

sleary@qconline.com

1993
Jana Ronayne has 

been a copy editor on the 
night news desk of the Daily 
Herald for eight years. She 
lives in Glenview.

gdrunk@gmail.com

Cindy (Grimaldi) 
Spiegel is a major account 
representative at Ceridian in 
Rosemont, Ill.

Cindy.spiegel@ceridian.com

Will Vogelsang is a 
director at McGladrey & Pul-
len in Deerfield, Ill.

William.vogelsang@rsmi.com

1994
Lisa Brown had twins 

last year. Gwen Margaret and 
Charles Henry Coleman were 
born June 26, 2007. For the 
past seven years, Lisa has 
been a print and interactive 
project manager at Ogilvy & 
Mather in Chicago. She lives 
in Chicago with her husband, 
Kevin Coleman, who has 
taken a new job with Echo 
Global Logistics.

lisa.brown@mail.com

Kevin Craver is senior 
reporter at the Northwest 
Herald in Crystal Lake, Ill., 
where he has worked since 
2000. His most recent project, 
a six-part investigation into 
an alleged brain cancer cluster 
in a nearby small town, was 
nominated by his editors for 
a 2008 Pulitzer Prize. Kevin 
has won numerous print and 
online journalism awards.

kcraver@nwnewsgroup.com

Matt Gronlund works 
at Vance Publishing Corp. as 

regional sales manager for 
Furniture Style, Accessory 
Merchandising and Residen-
tial Lighting magazines. Matt 
lives in Wheaton, Ill., with his 
wife, Kelly, and two daugh-
ters, Kate and Emma.

mattgronlund@hotmail.com

1995
Jim Huguelet (B.S. 

‘93, M.S. ‘95) is president 
of The Huguelet Group LLC 
(www.huguelet.com) which 
provides strategic information 
technology consulting and 
project management services 
to clients in the Chicago area 
including BP and McDonald’s 
Corporation. He is also 
President of the NIU Com-
puter Science Alumni Council 
and would like to hear from 
other Star alumni who are also 
CSCI grads or now employed 
in the I.T. industry.  Jim and 
his wife, Stephanie, live in 
Bolingbrook, Ill.

jhuguelet@huguelet.com.

dAniel Alig Jacob-
son still lives in Switzer-
land with his wife, marion, 
and their son, Samuel, who 
just turned 1. At present, he 
works in two schools teaching 
English, the “Wirtschaft Infor-
matik Schule Schweiz”, a 
private business school which 
offers high school and masters 
level programs in business 
and IT, and the “Computer 
Schule Bern”, also an IT 
“high school”. “So I have my 
fill of dealing with teen angst, 
humor, and dilemmas,” he 
writes. “I pass my free time 
running to train for races, 
going to Hash House Harri-
ers meetings, playing with 
our son, traveling, watering 
the plants, and trying to find 
time to write, which has been 
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elusive the last few years.”

dannyfanny@hotmail.com
www.thepizzachronicles.com

1995
Tim Tilton and his wife, 

Carrie, have a baby boy, 
Timothy Murphy Tilton Jr., 
born December 29, 2007.

ttilton@csd99.org

John Phillips is a 
national account executive at 
Yahoo in Chicago.

jphillip@yahoo.com
 

1996
Tom Brown is mar-

ried, lives in Minneapolis 
and works as an Assessment 
Project Director for Pearson, a 
media company. As a Star car-
toonist from 1993 to 1996, he 
worked under the pseudonym 
“Martin.” He received his 
PhD from NIU’s Department 
of Psychology in 2000.

thomas.brown@pearson.com

Debbie Hendricks-
Fredrickson and husband 
Scott had a beautiful little girl 
on Oct. 12, 2007. This past 
April, Deb happily left her job 
as a Graphic Design Manager 
at Discover Card to stay home 
and raise Allison.

eeboo@aol.com

1996/1997
Jason Schaumburg 

(’97), now managing editor 
at the Northwest Herald in 
Crystal Lake, Ill., and Jen 
(Bland) Schaumburg 
(’96) welcomed their second 
child to the world, Ava Reece, 
on Nov. 7, 2007.

schaumy33@verizon.net

1997
Chris Belec is the 

national sales manager at Pro 
Football Weekly in River-
woods, Ill.

cbelec@pfwmedia.com

Peter Denk was pro-
moted to sales editor of Thor-
oughbred Times in Lexington, 
Ky., in January.

peterdenk@yahoo.com

Laura Dodd was pro-
moted in April to Senior Di-
rector Midwest Sales for the 
HealthCentral Network. She 
had her second baby, Kendall 
Patricia, on May 23, 2008.

doddo@thcn.com

Kristophere’ Owens 
works as a public relations 
specialist for Elgin Commu-
nity College. He and his wife, 
Tiana, will celebrate their 
fourth wedding anniversary in 
September. They’re the proud 
parents of a daughter, Madi-
son, who was born in Novem-
ber 2007.
owenskristophere_@hotmail.com

1998
Eric Barnes and his 

wife, Brenda, have a baby 
girl, Reese Alexis Barnes, 
born May 17, 2008. Eric is a 
retail account executive for 
Chicago Tribune Interactive.

ebarnes@tribune.com

Erin (Hallstrom) 
Erickson is married and 
lives in Romeoville, Ill., with 
her husband and two children. 
She’s a Senior Digital Editor 
for Putman Media. She writes 
several blogs and consults on 
search engine optimization 
with other magazines or Web 
sites.

erin.alissa@gmail.com

Mark Gregory, after 
spending 10 years in sports 
and the last five at the Plain-
field Enterprise, took a job 

last November as Managing 
Editor at the Prairie Times, a 
start-up paper in Oswego and 
Yorkville. “We had a great 
product and were forming a 
niche in the community when 
the powers that be pulled 
the plug after only seven 
months,” he writes. Mark then 
landed a job with the Bugle 
Newspaper group, which 
serves Niles, Bolingbrook, 
Romeoville and most recently 
Lockport/Crest Hill. He re-
cently was named managing 
editor.

markgregory15@hotmail.com

Jaime Jordan is the 
Communications and Inves-
tor Relations Officer for the 
Federal Home Loan Bank 
of Dallas. She still lives in 
Dallas.

jaimej2002@yahoo.com

Dawn Raftery is man-
aging editor of the Hinsdale 
and Clarendon Hills Do-
ings and group editor in the 
Hinsdale office of the Pioneer 
Press newspapers, which are 
part of the Sun-Times Media 
Group. She also now writes 
a shopping blog for Pioneer 
Press at http://blogs.pioneerlo-
cal.com/shopping.

dkraftery@comcast.net

1999
Kevin Dean and 

Heather (McLindsay) 
Dean live in Gurnee, Ill., 
and have a son, Logan, who 
is 21 months old. Kevin 
works for Abbott Laborato-
ries as an Account Executive 
handling product marketing 
for domestic and interna-
tional Brands. Heather works 
for Takeda Pharmaceuticals 
North America, Inc. as a Mar-
keting Director for metabolic 
disorders products. 

heather.dean@tpna.com

Wade Duerkes works 
for NIU Media Services, and 
also teaches at Waubonsee 
Community College. He was 
nominated by some of his stu-
dents there for the Excellence 
in Photographic Teaching 
Award. The national award is 
through Center (formerly the 
Sante Fe Center) of Photog-
raphy.

wduerkes@niu.edu

Jeff Goluszka is “still 
committed to trying to make 
a living off making music 
with my indie-acoustic rock 
band, Facing Winter.” Jeff is 
the drummer for the three-
piece band. They just released 
their debut full-length album, 
“Seas Drain Into Space.” It 
can be heard and purchased at 
www.facingwinter.com, and 
previewed free at myspace.
com/facingwinter. They’ll be 
performing throughout Chica-
goland in the near future, with 
hopes for a tour on the West 
Coast in the coming year. 
Otherwise, Jeff is paying the 
bills with a bookkeeping job 
at an auto-auction corpora-
tion. 

jeffg_81@yahoo.com

Veronica Gonzalez  
covers the crime beat at the 
Wilmington Star-News in 
North Carolina. But her big 
news is that she got married 
Aug. 15 in a civil ceremony 
on the beach and then Aug. 
16 in a church to the love of 
her life – “a southern gentle-
man,” she writes. They were 
engaged in northern Italy last 
October.

verngonzo@hotmail.com  

Mike Logan and his 
wife, Sarah, are proud parents 
of Reese Payton Logan and 
Brody Michael Logan. The 
twins were born May 23, 
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2008. Mike and Sarah’s first 
daughter is Sydney Grace. 
Mike is local sales manager at 
Chicago Tribune Interactive.

mlogan@tribune.com

Bob McGann and his 
wife, Kara, were blessed with 
an additional Christmas pres-
ent in the form of Elizabeth 
Clare McGann, born Dec. 
25, 2007. Bob now works as 
a CPA for Capstone, a Wall 
Street options volatility-driv-
en hedge fund.

bob.mcgann@capstoneco.com

Iva-Marie Palmer 
still works for Disney Family.
com, on their entertainment 
category, covering primarily 
movies though she occasion-
ally blogs about kids’ enter-
tainment on the Mom & Pop 
Culture blog. She interviewed 
George Lucas this year. 
Iva-Marie is married to a 
fellow former reporter, Steve 
Stanis. They bought a house 
in Burbank, Calif., this year 
and are “trying to tame a yard 
that was left untended for far 
too long.” Her first young-
adult fiction book comes out 
in January, a ghostwritten 
piece for Alloy Entertainment. 
She encourages new grads 
or alums in the L.A. area to 
contact her about jobs with 
Disney.

ivamarie@gmail.com

Blanca Rios has worked 
in broadcasting for the past 9 
years.  She currently works at 
WLS-ABC 7 News in Chica-
go, where she’s been for about 
six years. “I am a little bit of 
everything: a Field Producer, 
Writer, Desk Assistant and 
Assignment Desk Editor,” she 
writes. “I miss print a lot, but 
I am definitely having a lot 
of fun in Television.  There’s 
a lot of exciting changes 

in technology to come and 
definitely something new to 
learn every day.” Other sta-
tions Blanca has worked for 
include WSNS-Telemundo 
Chicago, WFLD-Fox News 
Chicago and WGBO-Univi-
sion Chicago.

blanca18@hotmail.com

David Spitz is a Senior 
Consultant for MarketSphere, 
which provides business-ori-
ented solutions to organiza-
tions to improve their market-
ing operations and campaign 
management.

davidspitz@hotmail.com

Molly Sullivan-Gra-
ham and husband, Ciaron, 
are expecting twins in Decem-
ber. The duo will join Josie, 
who will be 6 in December, 
and Tommy, who celebrated 
his third birthday in August.

molsullivan@hotmail.com

Bill Tynan is still in St. 
Charles, Ill., as a police of-
ficer. He was appointed as a 
field-training officer in April, 
which means he trains new of-
ficers after they graduate from 
the academy and prepares 
them for solo patrol. Bill also 
travels extensively. He went 
to Singapore in March, and is 
heading to the Philippines in 
October.

dekalb77@yahoo.com

2000
Joe Biesk reports that 

he’s still plugging away for 
The Associated Press in 
Frankfort, Ky. He and his 
wife, Kate, have a new son, 
Cormac “Mack” Joseph 
Biesk, born at 4:16 a.m. on 
June 26, 2008. “He was born 
with a full head of blond hair 
and what looks like could be 
blue eyes,” Joe writes. “He 
seems very healthy and has 

exceptionally long fingers. 
We’re thinking either a musi-
cian or a pitcher.”

joe_biesk@yahoo.com

Elizabeth Carpenter 
is employed at Discover.
elizabethcarpenter@discover.com

Erica (Gallagher) 
Burke is senior copy edi-
tor/food editor for Schofield 
Media Ltd., and continues to 
publish www.lovechicago.org. 
She and her husband Jason 
(’00) moved to Oakwood 
Hills, Ill., this summer and are 
expecting their first child in 
January.

ericaburke@ericaburke.com

Jennifer (Haney) 
Deegan and her husband 
have a baby boy, Brody John 
Deegan, born April 2, 2008.

Jhaney78@yahoo.com

Michelle (Peck) 
Friedrich works for the 
City of Lake Forest, Ill. She 
just had a baby boy, Charles 
Edward (Charlie) on June 26, 
2008.

michelle2913@hotmail.com

Darl Larsen has a new 
book out: “Monty Python’s 
Flying Circus: An Utterly 
Complete, Thoroughly Unil-
lustrated, Absolutely Unau-
thorized Guide to Possibly 
All the References From 
Arthur ‘Two Sheds’ Jackson 
to Zambesi,” from Scarecrow 
Press. Darl is an associ-
ate professor and graduate 
coordinator in Theatre and 
Media Arts at Brigham Young 
University, Provo, Utah.

darl@byu.edu

Tim Laurence success-
fully thru-hiked the Appala-
chian Trail last year. Then he 
moved to Tucson and worked 

for IBM. He now is settled in 
Kitchener, Ontario, Canada 
with his partner of three years. 
Tim’s plans include bicycling 
from Vancouver to Mexico in 
September, and then he will 
be looking for a job in IT.

timdaman@mac.com

Joe Menard and his 
wife had their second daugh-
ter, Maya, in June. Six weeks 
later, Joe left his job as a 
reporter for the Detroit News 
and the family moved back 
to Illinois to be closer to both 
families. Joe took a job with 
his brother, selling computers 
and information technology 
products to corporate custom-
ers at a company his brother 
co-owns, B2B Computer 
Products. “I’ve tried to do 
some free-lancing, but with 
a full-time job and two kids 
under 3 years old, have not 
found the time,” he writes. “I 
have, however, found the time 
to go to more than a half doz-
en Cubs games and believe 
this will be the year we break 
the World Series drought.”

jmenard@b2bcomp.com 

Kevin Slattery ended 
his 6 ½-year position at the 
Chicago Convention and 
Tourism Bureau this past 
May. He moved to San 
Francisco and landed an Ac-
count Executive position for 
Weaver Multimedia Group. 
“This company is the pub-
lisher I worked with for all 
the CCTB publications,” he 
writes. “I am selling print and 
online advertising for the San 
Francisco Convention and 
Tourism Bureau’s Web site 
www.onlyinsanfrancisco.com 
and their publications targeted 
towards the leisure, business 
and group traveler. 

kevinslattery312@gmail.com.
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Justin Steinecker and 
his wife, Dana, have a baby 
boy, Joe, born Nov. 7, 2007.

Jsteinec_1999@yahoo.com

Kevin Wendt left the 
San Jose Mercury News in 
June to become editor of the 
Huntsville (Ala.) Times. At 
the Mercury News, his most 
recent role was assistant man-
aging editor for Sports, the 
Copy and Design desks.

kevindwendt@gmail.com

2001 
Nissa Batson is a mort-

gage banker and real estate 
agent at Capital Funding.

nbatson@capfundmtg.com

Tom Molony began 
a new job in March, at the 
Alzheimer’s Association 
– Greater Illinois Chapter.

TWMolonyJr@gmail.com

Whitney Carnahan 
married Dustin Lemmon on 
a sunny Labor Day weekend 
2007 at her father’s farm 
in central Illinois. She and 
Dustin live in Davenport, 
Iowa, and are well into home 
repairs and renovations. 
Whitney still works for the 
American Rental Association 
in Moline, Ill.

carn12jac@hotmail.com

Josh Gaby is a copy edi-
tor/designer/slot on the Chi-
cago Sun-Times sports desk. 
He recently moved to a new 

apartment in the Humboldt 
Park neighborhood with wife 
Kati and daughter Isa, who 
turns 2 in September and was 
due for her own room. “I’d 
say my primary hobby these 
days is getting Isa to finish her 
chicken nuggets, but if there’s 
time left over, I also enjoy 
helping her with her “wedding 
dress,” which consists of a 
blanket tied under her armpits. 
(Isa went to three weddings 
this summer.)” Josh also is 
writing a novel.

aceorton@hotmail.com

Nate Hardesty is 
Director of Sales at the Grand 
Hyatt Denver.  

nhardesty@hyatt.com

Erica (Fatland) 
Semenchuk traded in her 
5 1/2 years as an insurance 
company policy analyst to 
go back to school. In Sep-
tember 2008, she started the 
Master of Arts in Teaching 
(M.A.T.) program at National-
Louis University, focusing on 
Elementary Education (K-8). 
This program is for people 
who hold a non-teaching 
bachelor’s degree, but want to 
pursue the teaching profes-
sion. Erica lives in Round 
Lake, Ill., with her husband, 
Charlie.

esemenchuk@hotmail.com

Gary Heller and his 
wife, Katie, had a baby boy 
in June. Photos at http://www.
babysites.com/sites/garyka-
tie4/. 

gheller7@yahoo.com

Steve Woodruff still 
lives in Southern California 
and works still for James 
Hardie Building Products as 
Marketing Analyst/Software 
Development. He just got 
back from his first real vaca-

tion in five years. “I went to 
Russia for a month, spending 
most of my time on the Trans-
Siberian Railway,” he writes. 
“The train traveled 5,700 
miles from Moscow to Vladi-
vostok, including the capital 
of Mongolia.  I’m unhappy to 
report that the only English 
language newspaper I could 
find, the Moscow Times, is 
about 95 percent AP stories 
and ads.  I guess that’s my 
punishment for not speaking 
Russian.”
Steve.Woodruff@Jameshardie.com

2002
Josh Albrecht lives 

in Dixon, Ill., with his wife 
Kelly and 3-year-old son 
Owen. Josh is the executive 
director of Dixon Main Street, 
a downtown economic devel-
opment non-profit organiza-
tion.
joshmagnifico@yahoo.com

Lynn Celmer has been 
promoted to Managing Editor 
of America’s Best, a nation-
ally-distributed magazine 
geared toward small business 
owners. It’s located in Oak-
brook Terrace. 

lynncelmer@yahoo.com

Nate Legue, quitter that 
he is, is abandoning the news-
paper business to become a 
slick corporate attorney. He’ll 
begin pursuing a law degree 
at the University of Iowa this 
fall. Read his latest adventures 
at partcaffeine.blogspot.com.

nate.legue@gmail.com

James Loague is As-
sistant Director of Financial 
Aid at Richard J. Daley Col-
lege in Chicago.

JLoague@ccc.edu

Dave Moore was mar-
ried on March 29, 2008, to 

Jennifer Edwards (a non-NIU 
graduate). Dave is Vice Presi-
dent at Compass Capital Corp.

DaveMoore76@aol.com

Janna Smallwood 
works as a personal trainer 
in St. Charles, Ill. She and 
her fiance, Andrew Sobol, 
will move into their first 
new home this July in North 
Aurora, and will be married 
Nov. 22.

jannabelle66@yahoo.com

2003
Barbara Bystryk re-

cently was hired to be a Cre-
ative Producer at MySpace. 
She’ll be producing Web-
based brand communities for 
MySpace advertising clients. 
She also completed the Lake 
Geneva Half Marathon in 
May, and is training for the 
Chicago Half Marathon in 
September. She lives on 
Chicago’s North Side.

barbarabystryk@hotmail.com

Courtney Cav-
enaugh works as a 
Copywriter/Junior Account 
Executive at Martopia, a 
growth catalyst firm™ that 
provides a unique blend of 
business, marketing, public 
relations and sales expertise 
to help businesses achieve 
their growth goals, located in 
downtown St. Charles, Ill. She 
lives in Lombard, Ill.
paintedclouds1981@yahoo.com

Nick Franklin works at 
Sign-A-Rama in Northbrook, 
Ill.
northbrook.design@signarama.com

Todd Krysiak is editor 
of the Sauk Prairie Eagle, a 
small weekly newspaper in 
Sauk City, Wis. “After work-
ing for less than two years 
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with Capital Newspapers as 
a reporter and assistant editor 
at the Portage Daily Regis-
ter, this opportunity came up 
within the company and I took 
it,” he writes. “I never really 
believed I would take the leap 
into weeklies, but I can’t say 
I’ve been disappointed.” He 
lives in Baraboo, Wis.
TKrysiak@capitalnewspapers.com

Steve Staden spent 
part of the summer trying to 
avoid the flooding in Wiscon-
sin. The company he worked 
for was acquired by Ipswitch, 
Inc., and Steve is the QA 
Manager. He traveled to Spain 
in late March and then Alaska 
in May.

sstaden@gmail.com 

Tara McTague will 
graduate from Thomas M. 
Cooley Law School of Lan-
sing, Mich., on September 
14, 2008.  She just completed 
a summer externship with 
Hinshaw & Culbertson LLP, 
a Chicago law firm.  While 
in law school, Tara helped 
charter a student organiza-
tion: Disaster Relief Legal 
Association. DRLA sends 
law students to communities 
that have been affected by 
disasters and are in need of 
legal assistance. The students 
volunteer with legal organiza-
tions.  DRLA has sent over 
150 students to New Orleans 
and Mississippi over the last 
year; Tara volunteered twice 
in New Orleans.  She also 
was a member of the Thomas 
M. Cooley Law Review, a 
legal publication produced 
by the students of the school. 
She has relocated to Chicago 
and will take the Illinois Bar 
Exam in February 2009.  And, 
she is doing a job search for 
firms or government agencies 
that are seeking newly gradu-

ated law students.
tl_mctague@hotmail.com

Tony Vitale is a senior 
corporate account manager at 
CDW in Vernon Hills.

tonyvit@cdw.com
 

2004
Nick Alajakis is a 

reporter for the Lake County 
News-Sun in Waukegan and 
occasional contributor to Chi-
cago Athlete Magazine. In his 
free time he naps and trains 
for various marathons.

nick_alajakis@yahoo.com

Libby John is an associ-
ate editor at Schofield Media 
Group in Chicago. Last sum-
mer, she moved and now lives 
in the Irving Park area. She is 
training again for the Chicago 
marathon, which she ran last 
year. 

libbyann_john@hotmail.com

Linda Luk has moved 
back to Chicago from Urbana-
Champaign to work at the Of-
fice of Multicultural Student 
Affairs at the University of 
Chicago. 

linda.luk@gmail.com 

Jeremy Norman has 
been working as a senior 
online features designer at 
The Washington Post since 
graduation. This past July he 
and fellow alum Cory Ohlen-
dorf (‘04) launched a daily 
men’s style, grooming, culture 
and how-to site, Valetmag.
com. “This comes after nine 
months of around the clock 
planning, production ... and 
acute awareness to the fact 
that the floor is falling out of 
the newspaper business,” he 
writes. “With attractive audi-
ence numbers already being 
witnessed the desire is that 
this endeavor will help launch 

a slate of online projects and 
smooth the transition from 
corporate employee to busi-
ness owner. Here’s hoping.”

jeremyjnorman@yahoo.com

Cory Ohlendorf, after 
two years at the Washington 
Post,  traded in his weekly 
fashion column for the glossy 
world of magazines by sign-
ing on as DC magazine’s 
senior editor. In addition, he’s 
recently launched a men’s 
lifestyle Web site, Valetmag.
com, with fellow Star alum 
Jeremy Norman (‘04). The 
online publication combines 
the style and design of the 
printed page with the func-
tionality and immediacy of 
the Web. In short, he “left 
the doom and gloom of the 
newspaper biz to write for 
magazines and when they still 
weren’t seeing the light, he 
returned to his roots on the 
Web.”

cory.ohlendorf@yahoo.com

Brent Renken recently 
was promoted from Manager 
to Director of Retail Advertis-
ing for The Washington Ex-
aminer in Washington, D.C.

brentrenken@gmail.com

2005
Mark Bieganski has 

been an online producer for 
the Chicago Sun-Times since 
2006. He’s also a content 
editor for Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning-journalist Roger Ebert’s 
Web site (RogerEbert.com). 
It’s been a busy year for 
Mark, who started and authors 
the Sun-Times’  -- and the In-
ternet’s only – blog covering 
talk show star Oprah Winfrey 
(blogs.suntimes.com/oprah). 
He’ll hit the campaign trail 
this fall, covering both the 
Democratic and Republican 
National Conventions for the 

Sun-Times.
mbieganski@chicagosuntimes.com

Kate (McDonough) 
Blackwelder is still Com-
munications Manager for the 
Illinois College of Emergency 
Physicians and International 
Trauma Life Support, non-
profit associations in Oak 
Brook. She is looking forward 
to her company’s move to 
Downers Grove, where she’ll 
finally have an office she 
doesn’t share with 3 other 
people. She lives in Oak Park 
with her husband, Tim, and 
the ubiquitous ferrets.

kateb@icep.org

Megan (Rodriguez) 
Borchers is the marketing 
and sales coordinator with 
the Morris Daily Herald, a 
newspaper in Morris, Ill., 
owned by Shaw Newspapers. 
She’s been with the paper for 
two years.
mborchers@morrisdailyherald.com

Christina Chapman 
is a staff reporter at the Herald 
News in Joliet. She’s the 
Grundy County reporter and 
also writes for Southwest 
Weekly. She also runs a blog 
with her editor through the 
Herald News called “Mouth 
by Southwest.” Chris-
tina moved to Crest Hill this 
spring, where she bought her 
first house with her boyfriend. 

cchapman@scn1.com 

Greg Feltes worked for 
six months as a production 
assistant on the reality show 
“Hell’s Kitchen” and learned 
a great deal about the indus-
try. He got to go on shoots 
throughout California and in 
Las Vegas. “Then due to a 
crazy confluence of events,” 
he reports, “I actually acted in 
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two scenes in an independent 
film that will probably see 
limited theatrical distribution. 
Mind you, I have no acting 
ambition, but it was a lot of 
fun and it’s cool to have an 
imdb entry.” The entry is at 
http://www.imdb.com/name/
nm1316525/ and the film is, 
“A Woman Called Job.” He 
followed that up with produc-
tion-assistant stints on two 
more reality shows, “The 
Bachelor” and “Big Brother.” 
Right now, things are actually 
pretty slow professionally. 
At last report he was temp-
ing as a receptionist at a film 
distributor. “It feels lame and 
mediocre, but I take solace in 
the fact that it’s not permanent 
and that I’ve worked nonstop 
since I’ve been out here,” he 
says. Greg also is the author 
of “Northern Illinois Universi-
ty Off the Record,” a College 
Prowler guidebook published 
this summer.

 greg.feltes@gmail.com

2005
Stephanie Gandsey 

(B.A. ‘04,  M.A. ‘05) has a 
new job as Marketing/Com-
munications Specialist at 
Huskie Tools, Inc. in Glendale 
Heights, Ill. Previously, she 
was the Public Information 
Coordinator at the Elmhurst 
Public Library for 3 years. 
She lives in Elmhurst with her 
boyfriend of two years, Jay 
Maloney.

szorag@yahoo.com

David Gomez is a 
research consultant for the 
Obama campaign in Chicago 
and will be going back to law 
school after the election.

davegomez@mac.com

Andrea Fernandez-
Harnden has honed her 
marketing and communica-

tions skills with several large 
companines since graduation, 
including GMAC and Chica-
go-headquartered Exelon. In 
May 2008, Andrea accepted 
the position of Corporate Mar-
keting Writer with Hammes 
Company, a healthcare facility 
development firm. Andrea 
married in October 2006 and 
lives in Lombard, Ill.

andrea.harnden@gmail.com
 
Rachel Helfrich has 

begun a new job at Con-
cordia University Chicago. 
She is Assistant Director 
for Involvement and Parent 
Programs. “I will be advis-
ing the Campus Activities 
Board as well as working to 
(re)institute the Parents Asso-
ciation; I will also be assisting 
with such fun events as Jump 
Start (Orientation), Weeks of 
Welcome, Homecoming, and 
Family Weekend,” she writes.  

rlhelfrich@gmail.com

Matt Knutson is in 
his third year producing at 
Chicagoland’s Television 
(CLTV) in Oakbrook. He cur-
rently writes, edits and assigns 
stories for the entertainment 
program “Metromix.” Watch 
it www.cltv.com/metromix. 
He is also working on an em-
broidery business on the side 
with his family. 

mattknutson@gmail.com

Marc Marin has a new 
job in Globe, Arizona (just 
west of Phoenix). He’s pub-
lisher of the Arizona Silver 
Belt, part of News Media 
Corporation. He oversees a 
staff of about 10 people. 

marcmarin@hotmail.com

Carrie (Stobart) 
McKinney and her hus-
band, Jeff, are expecting their 
first child in January 2009.

Cas1226@aol.com

Matthew McNutt 
works as the Promotions/In-
ternship Coordinator at 94.7 
WLS-FM, Chicago’s True 
Oldies Channel. He lives in 
Chicago’s Wrigleyville neigh-
borhood.
Matthew.McNutt@Citcomm.com

Kartikay Mehrotra 
completed his master’s degree 
in Public Affairs Reporting 
from University of Illinois-
Springfield in June. He’s just 
accepted a reporting job with 
the Rockford Register Star.

kartikaym@gmail.com

Greg Morley is a gradu-
ate student and teaching assis-
tant in the NIU Department of 
Communication, and expects 
to earn his M.A. degree in 
December 2008.

greg.morley@comcast.net

Many Muniz is the 
small business services dis-
trict manager for ADP in Elk 
Grove Village, Ill.

Emmanuel_muniz@adp.com

Mark Pietrowski (BA 
‘05, MA ‘07) works for NIU 
as the External Program-
ming Coordinator for the 
College of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences. He also teaches 
public relations and speech 
courses for the Department 
of Communication, and he’s 
been appointed to the Unity in 
Diversity Steering Committee. 
In the community, he’s been 
appointed vice-chair of the 
DeKalb County Democrats.

markpietrowski@yahoo.com

Mike Runestad is the 
publications coordinator for 
Learn More Indiana in India-
napolis, Ind.

miker@learnmore.org

Frank Rusnak lives 

in Las Vegas, where he plays 
poker professionally, and he 
just bought a house. “I tell 
my neighbors and randoms 
that I’m a free-lance writer, 
so I guess I’m still kind of in 
journalism,” he writes.

fjrusnak@yahoo.com

Gerold Shelton got 
married in April. He and his 
wife, Amanda, are buying a 
house in Moline, Ill. Gerold is 
a store manager for McDon-
ald’s, and does some free-
lance writing on the side.

gshelton11@yahoo.com

Nick Swedberg works 
as a freelance journalist and 
copywriter in the Chicago 
suburbs.

n_swedberg@yahoo.com

Casey Toner is a 
reporter for the Star in Tinley 
Park, Ill. He covers govern-
ments and larger school 
districts in the south suburbs 
of Chicago, particularly 
Matteson, Richton Park and 
Park Forest, and does some 
investigative and court stories 
on the side. Previously, he 
was a reporter for the Morris 
Daily Herald.

CToner@starnewspapers.com

Trevor M. Turner is 
Director of Operations for 
O’Leary’s Restaurant Group 
in DeKalb.

trevorturner123@gmail.com 

2006
Rasmieyh  

Abdelnabi is a reporter 
at the Waukesha Freeman in 
Waukesha, Wis., just west of 
Milwaukee.

r_abdelnabi@yahoo.com
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Dawid Klimek works 
at The Ritz-Carlton Chicago 
Hotel (A Four Seasons Hotel), 
where he is The Carton Club 
Manager. He lives in Chicago.

dawidklimek@gmail.com

Nathan Lindquist is 
the Sports Information Assis-
tant at Wheaton College. He 
previously worked as a sports 
writer for the Galesburg (Ill.) 
Register-Mail.
nathanlindquist2002@yahoo.com

Dominic Poggi started 
a new Account Management 
position with Cision on July 
7. Formerly Bacon’s Informa-
tion, Cision provides soft-
ware tools to public relations 
professionals that help them 
build relationships with the 
media and monitor and evalu-
ate media coverage. www.
us.cision.com

poggidom@gmail.com

2006
Chris Strupp received 

his master’s degree from De-
Paul University in August. He 
just got a job as Public Policy 
and Advocacy Specialist at 
the Northern Illinois Food 
Bank.

strupp.c@gmail.com.

Tom Tucker is a project 
manager at Aldridge Electric 
in Libertyville, Ill.

ttucker@aldridge-electric.com

2007
Erik Brynjolfsson 

has moved to San Francisco, 
where he’s the lead software 
developer/IT manager at a 
startup, MarketMonitors Inc. 
in Menlo Park, Calif. “Having 
a great time exploring beauti-
ful California and have taken 
up windsurfing on the San 

Francisco Bay,” he writes.
ebryn@itlx.com

Deanna Cabinian 
(B.A. ’05, M.A. ’07) works at 
Omeda, managing the Holly-
wood Reporter database. She 
lives in Grayslake, Ill.

deannacabinian@yahoo.com

Sean Connor lives in 
Naperville and will teach 
math at Naperville North 
High School this year. He’ll 
also be a volunteer assistant 
with the boys basketball team 
and volunteer assistant with 
the school newspaper.

whshoops44@yahoo.com

Genevieve Diesing 
is an Associate Editor at 
Schofield Media, a publishing 
company for trade magazines 
in Chicago. She also covers 
concerts in Chicagoland for 
VenusZine.com, and free-
lances for several other local 
magazines.

gdiesing@yahoo.com

Jessica Fink is educa-
tion reporter for the Rock Is-
land Argus / Moline Dispatch.

jfink7@gmail.com

Jamie Haberer is a 
designer for Comtech Corpo-
ration in Rockford, Ill. Check 
out her portfolio Web site at 
www.JLHaberer.com.

jlhaberer@gmail.com

Stephanie Kohl works 
for the Pioneer Press, writing 
for the Wauconda (Ill.) Cou-
rier. She covers Wauconda 
and Island Lake government 
and writes features.

skohl@pioneerlocal.com

Billy Kulpa has worked 
as a graphic artist and vid-
eographer with the Rockford 
Register Star since January 

2008. Before that, he interned 
at the Poynter Institute in 
St. Petersburg, Fla., and the 
Orlando Sentinel.

billykulpa@gmail.com

Ken Lowe is the city hall 
reporter for the Decatur (Ill.) 
Herald & Review. He spent 
the past year in the Public Af-
fairs Reporting program at the 
University of Illinois-Spring-
field, racking up more than 
100 bylines in seven newspa-
pers. He graduated in August 
with his master’s degree.

nixonhacker@gmail.com

Brandon Mangia 
started stringing for the 
DeKalb Daily Chronicle and 
Elgin Courier News after 
graduation. The Elgin Courier 
recently hired him as a staff 
writer in the sports depart-
ment.

Bmangia03@live.com

Tiffany Mason got an 
internship at The Onion. She 
shoots photos of Madison-
area restaurants and bars for 
an online dining guide to be 
published by The Onion.

tiffanymmason@gmail.com 

Willie Mickell (M.A., 
2007 and 2008) just ac-
cepted a job at Moraine Valley 
Community College as a Job 
Placement Specialist. Prior to 
that, he had been an Assistant 
Director of Admissions at 
NIU.

wmickell@yahoo.com

Christopher Nor-
man started work at WIFR 
23 in Rockford, Ill., as a video 
journalist in January. “I found 
out I didn’t need a pen/note-
pad if I had a camera ready,” 
he writes.

cnorman9@gmail.com

Sean Ostruszka has 
taken a job in Benton, Ky. 
(population 4,000) as an 
associate editor for all three 
of FLW Outdoors’ fishing 
magazines. “Basically this is a 
dream job for me,” he writes. 
“I get to travel the country 
to go fishing and then write 
about it.” An avid fisherman 
himself, Sean is in charge of 
writing and editing much of 
the content that goes into the 
magazines, along with tak-
ing photos and looking over 
designs. Away from work, 
he spends most of his time 
fishing on Kentucky Lake 
or acclimating to the slower 
lifestyle of Kentucky with 
his fiancee, Jen, in their new 
apartment in Paducah.

spostruszka43@hotmail.com

Stephanie Rivera 
works as a sales assistant in 
TV advertising sales for Fox 
Sports Net in Chicago.
stephanie.rivera@foxsports.net 

Ben Woloszyn is a 
news photographer for the 
Laramie (Wyo.) Daily Boo-
merang. He covers University 
of Wyoming sports and other 
news. 

benwoloszyn@yahoo.com

Rachel Yarris ac-
cepted a position in June for 
a furniture consultant agency 
in Rockford, DG Associates 
(http://dg-associates.com). 
She’s their in-house graphic 
artist, designing ads, flyers, 
brochures, mailers and signs 
for various furniture stores 
in the U.S. and Canada. In 
September, Rachel is getting 
married in Rockford.

ryarris@gmail.com
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2008
Claire Baker returned 

home to Washington D.C. 
shortly after graduation. Her 
day job is working at Star-
bucks, and she’s also free-
lancing as a graphic designer 
and comedian. She also vol-
unteers for two local improv 
comedy troupes.

wind_up_girl@hotmail.com

Andy Mitchell works 
part-time as a sports writer for 
the Kane County Chronicle, 
and also does news and show 
hosting for WNIJ Radio, one 
of NIU’s NPR stations.

kineticandroid@gmail.com

Lauren Montgomery 
has passed the state board 
exam and her title is Lauren 
Montgomery, RN BSN. She 
is working in the Orthopedic 
and Neurosciences depart-
ment of Condell Medical 
Center in Libertyville, Ill.
Lauren.montgomery1@gmail.com

John Puterbaugh is a 
Copy Editor/Designer for the 
Daily Chronicle in DeKalb. 
John was the Northern Star 
editor in chief for 2007-08.

jdputerbaugh@gmail.com

David Rauch got a full-
time job as an online reporter 
at the newspaper where he 
interned this summer, the In-
telligencer in Doylestown, Pa.

davidwrauch@yahoo.com

Patrick Yeagle is a 
graduate student in the Public 
Affairs Reporting Program 
at the University of Illinois-
Springfield.

pyeagle@gmail.com

Justin Zegar graduated 
cum laude from NIU in May 
with a degree in Marketing 

and a Certificate in Profes-
sional Sales. He worked for 
the Northern Star Advertising 
Department for three years 
starting back in August of 
2005 and was Sales Manager 
for three semesters. After 
graduation he went on a 15 
day Europe trip to seven 
countries with his two college 
roommates. He returned to the 
U.S. and accepted a District 
Manager job with ADP, 
Automatic Data Processing. 
He currently works with small 
businesses with 1 to 49 em-
ployees in the Skokie, Niles, 
Harwood Heights, Schiller 
Park, and Chicago area. He 
sells payroll, tax filing, HR 
services, workers comp, 401k, 
health benefits and more.

Justin.Zegar@gmail.com

Advisers
Jerry Thompson is 

retired and lives in Malta, Ill.
jerwin.malta@verizon.net

Maria Krull reports that 
all is jolly good with her and 
the Chief.

mkrull@niu.edu

Jim Killam received 
the Donald R. Grubb Award 
as NIU’s 2008 journalism 
alumnus of the year. His 
oldest son, Ben, graduated 
from NIU  this summer with 
a degree in geography. Jim is 
nervously watching the Cubs 
crawl in the general direction 
of destiny this fall.

jkillam@niu.edu

Obituaries
Bruce Gill, ’73, senior editor for suburban news at 

the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, died March 8, 2008, of 
complications from a brain aneurysm. He was 56. The Mil-
waukee Journal Sentinal reported: “Friends and colleagues 
at the Journal Sentinel respected Gill for both his talents 
and humanity. He was a classic old-school editor, a mentor 
to students and young reporters, a champion of the First 
Amendment, and someone involved in community life, 
especially in Waukesha County. More than that, everyone 
knew Gill was a man devoted to his family.”

Bruce was inducted into the Northern Star Hall of Fame 
in 2005.

 Jami Knowles, ’07, died in an auto accident Dec. 
31, 2007, while driving home from her reporting job at the 
Prairie Times in Oswego. She was 23.

“Jami had ‘it,’” wrote Mark Gregory, her editor and 
fellow Star alum. “That trait that lets you talk to the lady 
in the grocery store, the mailman or the brick wall in the 
office and be able to turn it into a story. She didn’t know 
it yet, but she was special. She had desire, passion and 
excitement for the job and for life.”

Dan Parmenter, NIU sophomore and a Northern 
Star advertising representative, was among the five stu-
dents killed by a gunman in NIU’s Cole Hall on Feb. 14, 
2008. He was 20.

“Dan was our gentle giant,” said Maria Krull, business 
adviser. “Very nice, always somebody you could count on, 
smiley face, never lost his temper – just what you really 
want to have for a co-worker, although we don’t see each 
other as co-workers. We are family, and that’s why it’s so 
hard on the kids. They’re taking it very, very hard.”

Chuch Ruch, ’73, a longtime attorney and communi-
ty activist in Kankakee, Ill., died May 30, 2008, of a stroke 
following heart surgery. He was 56.

“He was what you truly called an individual,” Kankakee 
Mayor Donald Green told the Daily Journal. “He stood 
for what he stood for, and it didn’t matter who was against 
him. He was a man of his conviction and he went at it tooth 
and nail.”

Tom Woodstrup, ’49, died March 8, 2008, at home. 
He was 82. Tom was a longtime teacher, writer and com-
munity activist. He served stints as president of the DeKalb 
County Historical Society and the Sycamore Historical So-
ciety and Museum (which he founded). He also was NIU’s 
director of alumni relations in the late 1960s.

Tom was inducted into the Northern Star Hall of Fame in 
2005.
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Above, Northern Star Hall of 
Famers Markos Moulitsas and 
Diane Mermigas took part in 
a panel discussion March 15 
called “Exploring the New 
Media.” The event was held 
in NIU’s Barsema Alumni and 
Visitors Center (right). A video 
report from the event can be 
found at the Star Alumni Web 
site:

www.northernstar.info/alumni

Telescope

Star Hall of Fame 
nominations sought
After taking a year off, the Northern Star Hall of 

Fame will be back in February 2009, with another 
induction class and dinner. Watch for details later 
this year.

Nominations are encouraged! Fill out the form at 
www.northerstar.info/alumni, or simply e-mail or 
snail-mail a nomination letter to Jim Killam or Maria 
Krull. Supporting documents are encouraged; letters 
or e-mails of recommendation and a summary of the 
person’s accomplishments are especially helpful.

The deadline for nominations is Oct. 31. 

The Newsletter for Northern Star Alumni

fall 2008 issUe inside


